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International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development
in Nara 2024

President, Nara University of Education

Toshiya MIYASHITA

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the International Symposium on Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) in Nara 2024.

The theme of this symposium is “The Quest for a Sustainable Society through Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development (ESD) that Transcends National Borders and Involves
Diverse Actors.” In the world, wars and conflicts persist, and in Japan, the “Noto Peninsula
Earthquake” has occurred, threatening the peace of the entire planet. We face a critical
time when we must gather the wisdom of the world to accelerate the transformation of
our educational systems, educational practices, and actions as “Education for Sustainable
Development: Towards achieving the SDGs” (ESD for 2030).

Now, Nara University of Education is situated in the ancient capital of Japan, sur-
rounded by 1,300 years of history and culture. From a global perspective, Nara is the ter-
minus of the Silk Road, and Nara University of Education is the first Japanese university of
higher education accredited as a UNESCO School. Therefore, Nara University of Education
and the Center for ESD and SDGs, established within the university in 2022, aspire to be a
university of education that promotes ESD not only in Japan but also worldwide.

In Japan, an advocate of ESD, the Japanese Society of Education for Sustainable De-
velopment (JSESD), was established in 2017, accumulating a wealth of theoretical and
practical research. Additionally, excellent ESD practices are being developed throughout
Japan. We hope that this symposium today will help share practices from Japan and around
the world, fostering partnerships and collaborations beyond the boundaries of individu-
als, individual schools, and institutions to create an international network for the promo-
tion of ESD.

For the sake of the children of the world, who will lead the next generation, and for
the sake of peace on earth.
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International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development
in Nara 2024

Director, Center for ESD and SDGs
at Nara University of Education

Shizuo NAKAZAWA

We would like to express our sincere gratitude for allowing us to host an international
symposium related to ESD, welcoming people from all over the world who are dedicated to
the dissemination and promotion of ESD.

In 2015, “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” was
formulated. However, it cannot be said that the world is moving towards a sustainable
society. There are numerous problems threatening the survival of humanity. Achieving a
sustainable society requires a change in the behavior of each individual. ESD aims to devel-
op individuals who can act as creators of a sustainable society by changing their behavior.

Notably, Nara has been actively contributing to the creation of a sustainable society
for 1,300 years, as exemplified by the Great Buddha of Todaiji Temple. In 743, Emperor
Shomu issued an edict to create a statue of the Great Buddha, citing reasons correspond-
ing to SDGs goals.

@ Kenkon phase peacefully. (Wishing for calm weather and peaceful days without
earthquakes.)
This corresponds to Goal 13 and Goal 11.

@ Pray for the prosperity of all plants and animals.
This corresponds to Goal 14 and Goal 15.

® Additionally, smallpox was prevalent during the Nara period, so countermeasures
against infectious diseases were an urgent issue.
This corresponds to Goal 3.

While having these common goals is important, it alone will not lead to the erection of
the Great Buddha. The Great Buddha was erected in 752 after 2.6 million people partici-
pated in its construction in response to Emperor Shomu’s call.

| sincerely hope that we can collaborate with everyone to ensure that the SDGs do not
end up being a mere ‘pie in the sky".
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[ FFEIDEB/Morning Session] 9 :30—12 : 30

(1) FA&1T3/Opening Ceremony (9:30—9:45)
&1 / Opening Remarks
M A2 (BiIXEEN REEUAZEE BEER)
Dr. Hiroyuki SAKAKI (Chairman of Nara National Institute of Higher Education and Research)
HEE / Greeting from MEXT

I IEXR K CERFPAERRIEE - BAIXRXIENZESEERER)
Mr.Masami WATANABE (Director-General for International Affairs, MEXT Secretary General of the National Commission for UNESCO)

(2) EEf8%/Keynote Speech (9:45—-10:25)
WA TESD : ZOHRERE,. ZL T, HEEENOHZ]

ESD: trends, challenges and opportunities in “transforming education”
i FK (EBE1XXIAE ESDEE)
Ms. Jun MOROHASHI (Chief, Section of Education for Sustainable Development, UNESCO Headquarters)

(3) B - FHH-HSNHIEE (10:30-12:10)

OBEDESDHEN T =7 T+ TEBE
ESD promotion initiatives in Japan and the prospects
FiE B K (1xXXJIBABEREE —FEBLE)
Mr. Shin SAITO (First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO)

QOFVRBEOEE  BENIRZIRT—ILOEENEERR/ \—F—2 v T &EBUTZESDDERK
Transforming the learning environment: Exploring ESD through UNESCO
Associated Schools’ Activities, and International Partnerships in Korea
V-E3aYRY K (BEIXRIXIERZER EREETER)

Ms. Hyunsook SEO (Director, Division of Network Programme, Korean National Commission for UNESCO)

GEIE MHEAEELFEFEDIZHDBFRIZNDI104E] (CH(FSESDDEE
Roles of ESD in the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
iHH 2 K (UNESCOBRRBEFFZEES (100) BR)
Dr. Yutaka MICHIDA (Chairman, Intergovernmental Oceanography Commission, UNESCO)

@B NSDGSERICEAT I IARERI VOBEE

Uzbekistan's policy on reaching education SDGs
LODIV0Tv PIRHSTEIIT K (DIRFRYVHNE BRHRFHEEKXS)
Dr. Mukhsinkhuja ABDURAKHMONOQV (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Japan)

OENIR—1DORE : ESD. IORVAETEIDRUVHAZERDIEEICDHIESIEK
Ruminations of an Old Cowboy:ESD, a Lifelong Quest for Better Days through Better Ways
Taolb-Ja—-VAK (USYRI-HG (QUEE) BIBR) x4 Y51 V/online
Mr. Tim JONES  (Manager, Gladney Farm in Hokkaido (Former High School Teacher in USA)

(4) B85 (12:10-12:30)




[F-#& DEB/Afternoon Session] 13 : 30—17 : 40

(5) ESDZ/ ViKZ ™D Ln/Symposium on ESD

#85 /Purpose

BE - FHEORIE BRI EREZ T X CSRSESDOREE LB L. REMNL
ESDOTED FFOXIMRDEMIC DOV TERL . ESDOERRILELSE C nEE(EE T B,
Through sharing the diverse ESD practice based on the situations and issues of each country, and
discussing how to promote practical ESD and foster future generation, we accelerate international
partnership and collaboration for ESD promotion.

OEEHFKR/Show Case(13:30—15:00)

$pl/Case 1 FTDESDOFELIREBE IS Fa15SOY IV KZESDEYI—NDEH
Rethinking on a New Journey of Education for Sustainable Development in

Thailand: Case of ESD Center Chulalongkorn University

PORIV - PRGSO VK (FaS5raOVKE (51) £HR)

Dr. Athapol ANUNTHAVORASAKUL (Assistant Professor, Chulalongkorn University in Thailand)

HEBfl/Case 2 KENSHINEZES : AVESEMBERAAKRELDZROFMRESLFL.
s E D E T BESDICHIIBINI—F—V v TEBETS

Learning Lessons from Disasters: Sharing Experiences from Sumatra and Great East Japan Earthquake and

Tsunami to Build Partnership on Education for Sustainable Development focusing on DRR.

LY1)Y - PITPIVRK (Vv OT7SKE (1VRRIT) ERER)

Dr. Muzailin AFFAN (Director, International Office, Syiah Kuala University in Indonesia)

Hfl/Case3 HAICHIFTIERBRDE/NN—F—2 v TEEUCIZESD

ESD through International Cooperation and Partnership in Japan

N =S K (EEXAEHE ARNEE 2)
Dr. Miki SUGIMURA (Professor, Sophia University in Japan)

$EBfl/Case4 BEOKEEHICHTIEENTHICEAL TAZL. AZ LEFNELSKELOM
What to do and what must be done regarding youth action for climate change in Korea.
FL-EarvFal K EESVFEBRHAER RE)

Dr. Hyuncheol KIM (President, National Youth Policy Institute in Korea)

$fl/Case 5 IHHGARELHRDBIDFOEMRICET IHENER : RRBEXZOEE
Development and Training of Teachers who will Contribute to the Development of Creators of
Sustainable Society: Initiatives at Nara University of Education

BT &t (ZREEXZE *F)

Mr. Toshiya MIYASHITA (President, Nara University of Education)

HhiE B85 (ESD - SDGstEYA— EVH—R)

Mr. Shizuo NAKAZAW (Director, Center for ESD and SDGs at Nara University of Education)

$Efl/Case 6 AFXICHIFFESDANI—INEH : FREEFAXZIXIIU ST O
Youth Participation in ESD Practice by UNESCO Club, Nara University of Education
H B RREEAZIXRXIVST FIRR)

Mr. Shota NAWASHIRO (Former Representative, UNESCO Club, Nara University of Education)
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@IARIVF + R v 3 /Panel Discussion (15:15—16:35)

7 — V¢ /Focus of Discussion

- BEMMEX SFE (RIE - &% - 1) PRI (BR®LHE) £HF (ESD) DR

ORI (A—X) OBREEZE

- STEOESDDERM & ERRASERE - L e

- Role of Education (ESD) on Conserving Rich Nature, History and Culture as well as Tackling
Issues of Environmental, Economic and Social Aspects in each Countries.

» Future Promotion and Collaboration on ESD beyond National Boundaries.

* Fostering and Involving next Generation for Further ESD Promotion

J—5 1 RX—’9—/Moderator

Bl FEE (REHBEKRFESD - SDGstY I —BIEYI—E)

Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA (Deputy Director, Center for ESD and SDGs at NUE)
13k X /Panelists

LOIVDTv PITRYSTEI)IT K (DIRFRH VHNE BEHMEEKXE)

Dr. Mukhsinkhuja ABDURAKHMONOV (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Japan)
PHRI - PRUBTASYO VK (Fa5YIOVKE (51) HHR)

Dr. Athapol ANUNTHAVORASAKUL (Assistant Professor, Chulalongkorn University in Thailand)
LYV Y - PIT7 IR (Vv OT7SKFE (1VRRIT) ERER)

Dr. Muzailin AFFAN (Director, International Office, Syiah Kuala University in Indonesia)
FL-EarvFal K @EESVEBERER RR)

Dr. Hyuncheol KIM (President, National Youth Policy Institute in Korea)

2 ES B (L8XERSARERIEES 3uR)
Dr. Miki SUGIMURA (Professor, Sophia University in Japan)

207&EDT 1 XAAvIay (BERIGE) /Floor Discussion including Q&A

GiEEyYay v yavneHELRaHR
/Closing Session : Sharing and Closing Discussion (16:45—17:30)
dX 25 —%—/Commentators
HiE K (BE1XXIAL ESDER)
Ms. Jun MOROHASHI (Chief, Section of Education for Sustainable Development, UNESCO Headquarters)
BH 2 K (UNESCOBISEEF&RESR (100) BR)
Dr. Yutaka MICHIDA (Chairman, Intergovernmental Oceanography Commission, UNESCO)
Hif BERK (1xXXIAABERKREE —FEDE)
Mr. Shin SAITO (First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO)

V-3 K (BEIXRXOIENZES EREETER)
Ms. Hyunsook SEO (Director, Division of Network Programme, Korean National Commission for UNESCO)




(6) FA&1TEE/Closing Ceremony (17 : 30—17 : 40)
##8/Closing Remarks

=BT &1 (ZREEXE %K)
Mr. Toshiya MIYASHITA (President, Nara University of Education)
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Ms Jun Morohashi joined UNESCO in 1999 and
started her career in Social & Human Scienc-
es Sector (1999-2007). She then worked in
Education Sector as Programme Specialist in
Peace, Human Rights and Global Citizenship
Education (2007-2014) before serving as
Chief of Education Unit at UNESCO Port-au-
Prince Office (2014-2016), and then as Head
of Executive Office & Regional Programme
Coordinator at the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Re-
gional Bureau for Education in Bangkok.

In April 2020 she came back to HQ-based
Section of Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment (ESD), and as of September 2022,
she is Chief of Section for ESD. She has MA in
sociology from Hitotsubashi University, Ja-
pan, and MSc in psychology from University
of Derby, UK.
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ESD: trends, challenges and opportunities in“transforming education”
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The ESD for 2030 framework was officially
launched in the 2021 UNESCO World Con-
ference for ESD in Berlin. On this occasion,
the education and sustainable development
stakeholders adopted the Berlin Declara-
tion on ESD outlining a range of actions to
transform education encompassing teaching
and learning, professional training and civic
engagement. Since then, global advocacy for
raising awareness on the importance of ESD
has been highly successful, as ESD was high-
lighted at several key international events,
including the 2022 UN Transforming Educa-
tion Summit and during the climate change
and biodiversity Conferences of the Parties
(COPs). ESD was reaffirmed as key to address-
ing planetary challenges and developing the
necessary capacities for transformation at
both individual and system levels.

This presentation will discuss ESD as a
strategic approach in transforming education
and lives of learners, and will share some in-
teresting examples of ESD pedagogy applied
in UNESCO member states. It will also high-
light remaining challenges needing attention,
and opportunities for further engagement.
Finally, some of the key outcomes of the first
ESD-Net Global Meeting organized in Decem-
ber in Tokyo will be presented.
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First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of
Japan to UNESCO
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2006 £4 B XERIZEAAA. BIEEAM - 2NBEER
2012 F 4 B XERIZEESFYERIIBE

2016 4 B HNHEEBRERER - EEREEREXXR. AEERE
2017 78 XERZALEFEBREHREE

20184 4 B RERTHEFRR

20204 B MILFFTE=EE

2023 F 1B AXXXIBXRBIRARE —FELE

RRAFAHBERAZ R TEEMAE (2015 ~ 18 F)

Professional Record

April 2006 Joined Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of
Japan and served as an official in Science and Technology Policy Bureau

April 2012 Deputy Director in Higher Education Bureau, Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan

April 2016 Deputy Director in Headquarters for Healthcare Policy, Cabinet
Secretariat

July 2017 Deputy Director in Lifelong Learning Policy Bureau, Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan

April 2018 Director, Educational policy Division, Hyogo Prefectural Government
April 2020 Deputy Director, Agency for Culture of Japan
January 2023 First Secretary of Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO

Former Visiting Researcher, Graduate School of Public Policy, The University of
Tokyo(2015-2018)
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ESD promotion initiatives in Japan and the prospects.
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EEHIESERBEL TV (1974 FensaE]
~NOEEROEMEESR),
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Japan has taken the lead in promoting ESD
in order to contribute to the achievement of
the SDGs through the development of cre-
ators of sustainable societies. In this pres-
entation, | will inquire into the history and
Japan’s unique good practices of ESD and
compare ESD with various educational ini-
tiatives(e,g: Greening Education Partner-
ship, SDG4 and Global Citizenship Education)
in the global community in order to unravel
its profound philosophy (With reference to
Japan’s contribution to the revision of the
1974 Recommendation).

I will also present my thoughts on the
importance of bricolage in education and ESD
as ameans torealize independent, interactive
and deep learning, including the positioning
and significance of ESD in Japan’s education
policy, its relationship with the Courses of
Study and how it can be applied to teachers
development.

Furthermore, based on Japan’s experi-
ence in promoting ESD, we would like to pro-
pose some tips for accurately positioning
ESD in the education of each country and im-
proving its educational effectiveness.

e S e ——
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Ms. Hyunsook Seo majored in Political Sci-
ence and International Relations, and com-
menced her career at the Korean National
Commission for UNESCO (KNCU) in 1999. At
KNCU she has been actively engaged in vari-
ous programmes on human rights, peace, eth-
ics, sciences, Global Citizenship Education,
Education for Sustainable Development, and
international cooperation. She has also co-
ordinated teacher training and youth global
citizenship projects, and carried out inter-
national and regional exchange programmes
aimed at embodying and promoting UNESCO
values and ideals. Notably, Ms. Seo played
a pivotal role in coordinating an exchange
programme between Korean and Japanese
teachers and has served as the UNESCO As-
sociated Schools Network (ASPnet) National
Coordinator in the Republic of Korea for over
a decade. In addition to her responsibilities
at KNCU, Ms. Seo is involved in various ex-
ternal activities. Currently, she serves as a
member of Korea’s Committee of Environ-
mental Education under the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, contributing to policy discussions
and leading initiatives to advance environ-
mental awareness and education nationwide.
Additionally, she is a member of the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee of the Jeju Spe-
cial Self-Governing Province. Since 2023,
Ms. Seo has been the Director of the Division
of Network Programme in KNCU, as well as
the ASPnet National Coordinator in Korea,
demonstrating her continued commitment
to fostering international collaboration and
promoting UNESCO'’s mission.
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[Summary of CV]

®1999~Present: Korean National
Commission for UNESCO (currently
Director, Division of Network Programme
/ ASPnet National Coordinator)

@®2024-2026: Member, Committee of
Environmental Education (4th), Ministry
of Environment

®2022-2024: Member, UNESCO World
Heritage Committee of the Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province

@®2022: Member of the ROK’ s National
Committee for the UNESCO IHP
(Intergovernmental Hydrological
Programme) / Executive Member, UNESCO
i-WSSM (International Centre for Water
Security and Sustainable Management )

@®2019-2022: Working Group Member,
Environmental Education Promotion
Committee, Ministry of Environment

@®2016-2020: Advisory Board Member,
ASEAN Cyber University Project, Korea
Education and Research Information
Service

@®2018: Working Group Member, K-SDGs,
Ministry of Environment
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Transforming the learning environment: Exploring ESD through UNESCO
Associated Schools’ Activities, and International Partnerships in Korea
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The Republic of Korea has made, and contin-
ues to make, efforts tointegrate Environmen-
tal Education and Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) into both the national
education curriculum and into extra-curric-
ular activities within the education system.
Simultaneously, ESD is being implemented by
learning institutions themselves, including
UNESCO Associated Schools.

ESD and Global Citizenship Education
(GCED) have been significantly fostered in
Korea thanks both to this support from the
Ministry of Education, and the collaborative
efforts of the UNESCO Associated Schools
Network (ASPnet) and international partner-
ships. The initiatives aim to integrate sus-
tainability principles into educational frame-
works, fostering a culture of sustainability
among students, educators, and the wider
community.

Understanding and activities related to
ESD did not initially gain significant momen-
tum in Korean schools, even after the Dec-
ade of ESD began in 2004. However, with the
advent of the SDGs starting in 2016, ESD
became somewhat better understood among
schools and communities, and there has been
growing recognition, sometimes distinguish-
ing it from environmental education.

As of December 2023, 500 UNESCO As-
sociated Schools in Korea have played a piv-
otal role in advancing ESD, actively partic-
ipating in various projects aligned with the
goals and principles of ESD, supported by
the Korean National Commission for UNES-
CO (KNCU). The schools focus on incorporat-
ing sustainability-related themes into their
curriculums, promoting environmental con-
servation, fostering global citizenship, and
nurturing a sense of responsibility for sus-
tainable development among students.

Collaboration and partnerships, both na-
tional and international, have been instru-
mental in enhancing the impact and reach
of ESD initiatives in Korea. Partnerships be-
tween UNESCO Associated Schools and edu-
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cational institutions within and outside the
Republic of Korea, as well as collaborations
facilitated by UNESCO, have allowed for the
exchange of ideas, best practices, and re-
sources in the realm of sustainability educa-
tion.

ESD activities in Korea’s ASPnet schools
encompass a wide range of endeavors, in-
cluding curriculum integration, awareness
and advocacy campaigns, student engage-
ment through hands-on projects, community
service activities, and international collabo-
rations. KNCU helps ASPnet schools in Korea
to connect with international ASPnet partic-
ipants and facilitates exchange programmes,
partnerships, and collaborative projects with
them to foster cross-cultural understanding
and shared learning experiences.

Teacher training is also a key compo-
nent for the fostering of ESD within ASPnet
schools, providing professional development
opportunities and training programmes for
educators to effectively integrate ESD into
their teaching practices.

In summary, ESD practices in Korea are
driven by the activities of UNESCO Associat-
ed Schools and aided by international part-
nerships, with the aim of transforming the
learning environment by nurturing environ-
mentally conscious and socially responsible
global citizens capable of contributing to a
sustainable future.
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Chairman, Intergovernmental Oceanography

Commission, UNESCO
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Yutaka Michida, born in Hiroshima, Japan in
1958, graduated from The University of To-
kyo in 1981 and received his PhD in geophys-
ics (physical oceanography) from the Univer-
sity of Tokyo in 1999. His research interest
covers rather wide including not only natural
science of physical oceanography, his primary
academic background, but also social science
such as oceanographic data management and
marine policy as his extended research field
for the last 20 years. After 16 years’ work-
ing as a research and administrative officer
in the Hydrographic Department of Japan
Coast Guard since 1984, he moved to the
Ocean Research Institute (presently Atmos-
phere and Ocean Research Institute) of The
University of Tokyo in 2000. He was one of
the five vice chairs of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (I0C) of UNESCO
for the period from 2011-2015. Then he has
been elected to the Chairperson of the I0C at
the 32nd Assembly of 10C in June 2023. He
has been awarded with several level of priz-
es, including Japan Prime Minister’s Prize of
promotion of ocean state in 2015. Currently
Michida has been involved in several profes-
sional activities such as the Vice President
of Japan Society of Ocean Policy and the
President of Driftological Society.
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Roles of ESD in the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development
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The United Nations Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development (2021-2030)
(the Ocean Decade, hereafter) was launched
in January 2021, based on the Resolution A/
RES/75/239 adopted at the 75th General As-
sembly of UN in December 2020. The Ocean
Decade is to promote overall ocean sciences
to well and effectively achieve the Sustain-
able Development Goals, particularly those
related to SDG-14, by setting seven societal
outcomes, namely, ‘A clean ocean’, A healthy
and resilient ocean’, ‘A predicted ocean’, ‘A
safe ocean’, ‘A sustainably productive ocean’,
‘A transparent and accessible ocean’, and ‘An
inspiring and engaging ocean.” The concept of
the Ocean Decade was initially presented to
the 49th Session of the I0C Executive Council
in 2016, and then to the 29th Session of the
|IOC Assembly in 2017. After long and inten-
sive discussions at a series of governing body
meeting of 10C, a finalized proposal of the
Ocean Decade was submitted to the UN Gener-
al Assembly in 2017, where the Ocean Decade
was declared to be launched in 2021. In order
to achieve the societal outcomes listed above,
enhanced activities of capacity development,
education, and outreach are essential as well
as those promoting scientific research on the
ocean. In particular, Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) should be a key component
in the societal outcomes for ‘A transparent
and accessible ocean’ and ‘An inspiring and en-
gaging ocean.” It is essentially important for
us human beings to maintain and even improve
global marine environment, so that we will be
able to make it possible to realize sustainable
use of the ocean beyond the Ocean Decade to
be finished in 2030, with full engagement of
next generations.
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Mukhsinkhuja ABDURAKHMONOV
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Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Japan

Born on February 14, 1974,
in the Fergana region, Uzbekistan.
1991-1996 yy.- student of Tashkent State
University of Economics
1994-1995 yy.- internship at the California
State University Chico(USA)
1996-1998 vyy.- listener of courses at the
Academy of State and So-
cial Construction under the
President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan
1998-2001 yy. Master’s at Otaru University
of Commerce (Japan)
2001-2004 yy.- PhD student at Hokkaido
University (Japan)
2004-2006 yy.- “Coca-Cola Uzbekistan LLC"
sales manager
2006-2008 yy.- Researcher at Hokkaido Uni-
versity (Japan)
2008-2017 yy.- Director-General at the
“MTRUST Co. Ltd.” (Japan)
2018-2021 yy.- Vice Governor of the Fergana
region - Head of the Regional
Department of Investments
and Foreign Trade
April 2021 y. - Head of the Investment De-
partment of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan
From July 2021 y. - Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and  Plenipoten-
tiary of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to Japan

Speaks Japanese, English, Russian, Tajik and
Arabic.
Married with four children.
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Uzbekistan’s policy on reaching education SDGs
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Introduction

The Uzbek Government adopted resolutions
“On measures to implement the national sus-
tainable development goals and targets until
2030" (dated October 20, 2018) and “On ad-
ditional measures to enhance the implemen-
tation of the national sustainable develop-
ment goals and targets until 2030” (dated
February 21, 2022). The implementation of
the SDGs in Uzbekistan is accompanied by
large-scale reforms within the framework
of the “Action Strategy of Uzbekistan for
2017-2021" and the ongoing “Development
Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026".
National SDG Implementation
Coordination System

Our basic principle “In the name of human
honor and dignity”. The Uzbek Government
set measurable goals to be achieved by 2026:
halving poverty, increasing coverage of pre-
school education and higher education to 80
and 50%, respectively. Government decree
of February 22, 2022 created the monitor-
ing system regarding the implementation
of 16 goals and 126 objectives. The system
includes 190 indicators, 128 of which are
published on the Statistics Agency portal
(nsdg.stat.uz). A special “Roadmap” was de-
veloped to ensure the achievement of the
national sustainable development goals and
targets in 2023-2024. On the initiative of
the President of Uzbekistan on December 14,
2022, the UN General Assembly unanimously
approved the resolution “On strengthening
the role of parliaments in accelerating the
achievement of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.” The first international forum
“Inter-parliamentary global cooperation in
achieving Sustainable Development Goals”
(Bukhara, June 23-24, 2021)

Education

Improving the quality of education is the only
correct way for the development of New Uz-
bekistan H.E. Shavkat Mirziyoyev — President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan. As a result of
the reforms, the coverage of children with
preschool education increased from 27.7%




in 2017 to 70% in 2022, the number of pre-
school education institutions increased from
5,211 to 27,609 (SDG 4). According to the
Development Strategy of New Uzbekistan,
the goal is to increase the coverage of pre-
school education to 80% by 2026.

Higher Education

In 2019-2022, the number of higher educa-
tion institutions increased from 108 to 199,
and the quota for admission to higher edu-
cation institutions was nearly doubled and
increased to 38 percent. The rate of cover-
age of young women with higher education
in 2015-2021 improved by 5 times, but com-
pared to the coverage of men, it is still lower
by 1.64%.

Financial assistance

Educational loans with preferential terms
and conditions for training women on a
fee-contract basis. Starting from 2021, in-
dividual grants have been allocated annually
for more than 3 thousand girls.

Special educational needs

In the 2021-2022 academic year, 21,685
children with special educational needs were
educated in specialized schools, of which
6,474 in sanatorium-type boarding schools
for children with tuberculosis and bone dis-
eases and 14,059 individually at home. On
June 7, 2021, the Law of the Republic of Uz-
bekistan “On Ratification of the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”
was signed to ensure the right of every child
to inclusive education. As of December 2022,
204 inclusive classes were organized for the
education of students in 195 schools of the
country.

Modern Skills

The share of the population that has infor-
mation and communication technology skills
increased by an average of 1.6 percent-
age points in 2021 compared to 2019. The
share of schools with access to the Internet
and computers for pedagogical purposes in-
creased t0 92.5% in 2021.
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+ to continue emphasizing the priority of
education as a key sector of the socio-
economic development of the country,
paying attention to qualitative and
inclusive education;

+ to develop Internet infrastructure in
remote regions;

+ to shape an exact goal among young
people about the supposed future
profession;

- to promote self-education of the
population;

* to continue efforts to ensure the
accessibility and inclusiveness of
education;

+ to expand public-private partnerships and
attract private investment in education;

+ to digitalize education and create
digital educational content, as well as
promote interactive and distance learning
methods;

+ introduce a national assessment system
in order to objectively assess the
knowledge, skills and qualifica tions of
schoolchildren

Further Steps
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Experience
26 years teaching in Texas, USA
58 years raising cattle in the USA and Japan

Education

Degrees:

Saint Jo High School 1969

A.A. North Central Texas College 1971

B.S. Ed. University of North Texas, 1976

Special Education Certification, Texas Woman’ s University, 1992
M. Ed. Texas Wesleyan University, 2004

Fellowships:

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Teacher Program, 2003

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2005

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2006

Japan Fulbright Memorial Fund Master Teacher Program, 2007

National Endowment for the Humanities Workshop on Pearl Harbor, 2009

Honors

House Resolution No. 904 The State of Texas House of Representatives and Senate Resolution
No. 541 Recognizing “Educators from Callisburg ISD and schools in Kesennuma, Japan, and
their inspiring exchange of ideas enhancing the quality of education for students in both
countries--ra remarkable collaboration between Japanese and American educators that

furthers cross-cultural learning and the development of international curricula and allows
students of different nationalities to work together in researching important issues::"
2014 Japan America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth Bridges to Friendship Award
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Maya Angelou said, “Do the best you can until
you know better. Then when you know better,
do better.” For those of us who put our faith
in Education for Sustainable Development, we
also teach others to do better every chance
we get, even after we close the doors to our
classroom.

My generation of agriculturalists has
damaged the ecosystem as much as the fos-
sil fuel industry. | am truly sorry. My father
taught me to leave a place cleaner than |
found it. At 14 years old | adopted the Fu-
ture Farmers of America Creed and have
clinged to the idea that we can have “Better
Days through Better Ways.” So, at 73 years
old, | wake up every morning and spend the
day trying to clean up the mess my genera-
tion created.

Even an old cowboy living in wild Hokkai-
do can be involved in ESD. At Gladney Farm
we often host groups interested in learning
about regenerative grazing, our tool for re-
storing Soil Health.

The UN FAO says “Soil Health is the pre-
requisite for ALL Sustainable Development
Goals.” The key to soil health is soil regener-
ation. The greatest barrier to restoring soil
health is the way we feed ourselves. The cur-
rent food industry is depleting soil, providing
us with less nutritional foods, and burdening
society with human health problems such as
obesity, diabetes, cancer, heart disease, and
high blood pressure. Healthy soils will result
in lowering atmospheric carbon, restoring
the water cycle and nutrient cycle.

+ We have an ethical obligation to restore the
planet to a condition better than existed
when we were born. No one can do it alone,
but there are paths to reaching the goal.
Regenerating soil is key to restoring carbon
cycle, water cycle, and nutrient cycle.

+ Society will be sustainable if we can reduce
atmospheric carbon to 300 ppm. Several
pathways can help us reach the goal of 300
ppm CO2, and soil health is essential to every
option.
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+ Restoring soil health is not a problem just for
farmers; we can all contribute by changing
the way we feed ourselves. We need to regain
our nutritional wisdom and teach our children
nutritional wisdom.

+ At Gladney Farm, we believe healthy soil
produces healthy foods, healthy humans, and
healthy communities. ESD is a pathway. Please
join us.
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Q&A for Morning Session

Moderator (Oikawa):OK. Thank you very
much for your wonderful presentation. We
have 10 minutes for Q&A. From now.

We started with the keynote speech, and
then the five presenters gave us wonderful
suggestions and messages. It’s rare to have
such a distinguished group of people from
around the world in one place, so please feel
free to ask them questions or comment on
their presentations. Please raise your hand.
How many of you have questions?

Mr. Takahashi, please.

Takahashi:l am Takahashi from the Niihama
City Board of Education, Ehime Prefecture in
Shikoku. Thank you for all the wonderful lec-
tures today. | really learned a lot from all the
lectures.

As for the last presentation of Tim-san,
he is now on the screen, although | often hear
the phrase “think globally, act locally”, it is
wonderful that he practices it with his belief
in “think globally” to love the earth and “act
locally” in daily life.

| work in the education sector. Children
grow the most when they gain confidence
through experience. The purpose of educa-
tionis to perfect one’s character. | feel every
day that children learn through actions, not
through explanations.

The City of Niihama has 28 schools, all
of which are UNESCO Associated Schools
and community schools. To strengthen their
initiatives, the schools carry out practical
activities not only in the schools but also
in the local communities. For example, in a
school district with 3,000 students, 1,000
residents including students, participate in
disaster drills in that school district. | feel
that ESD really becomes a great power when
we act in communities and through our expe-

riences.

Finally, 1'd like to mention about the
presentation on Uzbekistan. It was amazing.
It is really fantastic to see the social envi-
ronment can change so quickly and in such
a short time by issuing government bonds.
Uzbekistan and Japan have a very deep rela-
tionship of trust through the Navoiy Theat-
er. It would be great if they could visit our
city to talk more if possible.

Moderator:Thank you very much. Tim, about
your collaboration with the community, or in
your case, with the local citizens. Many peo-
ple seem to be watching this conference from
Kuromatsunai Town today. Like the World
Cup, they are holding a public viewing. Tim,
would you like to comment on that? You are
working with various people from universi-
ties and related organizations.

Jones:Thank you very much for your kind
words. Let me just say one thing. The rela-
tionships that we have built are very impor-
tant and we welcome you all to the farm. We
have an open policy, so please feel free to
visit us anytime. You can see what you want
to see here.

| think it's so important to have full
transparency. Transparency is crucial. It
helps young people learn how modern agricul-
ture has worked. Especially on our lives and
lifestyles. For example, soil. | think trans-
parency is absolutely essential for people to
know how the soil supports us.

Most of those who visited our farm this
time appreciated this point. Our farmis com-
mitted to transparency, and we are willing
to work with anyone to achieve this goal. |
mean, visitors from any country are welcome.
So far, we have had visitors from 21 different




countries. | think it’s really amazing.

Personally, the best thing is that my
grandchildren, who live in Tokyo, often visit
here in Hokkaido. When we have international
groups visiting, my grandchildren also come
to interact with them.

Participants today, please feel free to
contact us at any time. Dr. Oikawa has my
contact information, so if you want to come,
don’t hesitate to visit us. | hope that we can
continue this exchange.

Moderator: Thank you very much, Tim. He
said we are always welcome. Kuromatsunai
in Hokkaido has one meter of snow on the
ground right now, but if you dare to set foot
there, please visit them. The scenery there
is especially beautiful in the summer, also in
the fall.

Speaking of transparency, as he just
mentioned, Dr. Michida also mentioned in his
presentation that transparency is very im-
portant. Do you have any comments on that?
How

important it is to have an accessible en-
vironment for citizens. Any comments you
would like to add to your presentation? |
would also like to have the Ambassador’s
comments afterwards as well.

Michida:Thank you. | just briefly mentioned
transparency earlier. | meant that the sea
is for everyone. We experts believe that we
have provided a high level of transparency.
We want people to understand that. We also
want people to understand that this trans-
parency and accessibility can be achieved
along with the accessibility to transparen-
cy that we believe we have provided. We will
work hard to achieve this, and | hope that
the education sector will join us in making
improvements in this area.

Moderator:Thank you very much. You mean
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to lower the barriers to cross over. That's
important.

Now, Mr. Ambassador. There was a comment
on Uzbekistan. Please give us your comments
or feedback. Are you ready? Please go ahead.

Abdurakhmonov: Thank you. I'll try to do
my best in Japanese.The government of Uz-
bekistan has done a great job in the last sev-
en years. As | said in my presentation, the
rate of children with preschool education
was about less than 30% and most children
could not go to school, but now the rate has
increased to more than 70%. It has really in-
creased.

Another thing is that the literacy rate
in Uzbekistan is about 99.7%. That’s almost
the same as Japan’s from a global perspec-
tive.

Only 10% of young people used to get
into university, but now it is 40% and we
are working as hard as we can to get half of
them into university by 2030.

In addition, we have many ties with Ja-
pan, one of which is the Navoiy Theater. As
| discussed with Mr. Oikawa today, the ex-
change between Nara and Samarkand has be-
come quite deep thorough the world heritage
and silk road, so | think this is another good
story. Thank you very much.

Moderator: Thank you very much. | would
like to hear more about the exchange in this
afternoon.

Any other questions, one or two more?
Please ask only one question per person.
Please ask a concise question.

Kawai: My name is Kawai and | am working
locally with Nara University of Education on
a project called SDGs Learning Trip. | serve as
the chair of the executive committee.

It was very interesting to hear Dr. Michi-
da presentation about the Japan Driftolog-
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ical Society, about driftology. In terms of
education, the next generation is inevitably
at the core of the SDGs. However, | found the
work of the Driftological Society very inter-
esting in terms of what kind of environment
should be left to the next generation as a re-
sult of the actions of the current generation.

He suggested doing the same thing in
Nara. For example, in the form of “deer-ol-
ogy” on animal or deer behavior in the Nara
region. There are two sides. On the other
hand, we have the problem of too many deer.
| would like to ask Dr. Michida’s opinion about
a society that researches such things.

Moderator: Dr. Michida, what do you think?

Michida: Thank you. Thank you for your com-
ment. That would be great. In short, that’'s
what | mean.

What | want to say is that the motive
doesn’t really matter. If there was an incen-
tive to get everyone interested, | think it
would be possible.

As for the Japan Driftological Society,
| talked about “citizen science” today in a
high-handed way, but no one in the society
is saying that. But when we involve children
and young people, we tend to talk about how
the oceans are polluted with plastic today,
but that is not the starting point.

Beachcombing is interesting. It starts
with a question like, “There are unusual
things here. Where did they come from?” And
while they’re on the beach looking around,
they start to notice things like, “Oh, there’s
plastic here.”

We are working in the hope that we can
create a place where people will natural-
ly feel the need to do something to protect
clean oceans, rather than being forced to do
so. If the “Deer Society of Japan” can provide
a natural, non-intrusive opportunity to dis-
cuss how we can coexist with deer and build

a sustainable society in the future, then it
would be a good idea.

Moderator:Thank you very much. Ms. Kawai,
are you okay?

Kawai: Thank you very much.

Moderator:Marine plastic is not just a prob-
lem in the coastal area. If we think about the
origin of marine plastics, it is inland or in ur-
ban areas. As mentioned in Mr. Saito’s pres-
entation, efforts are being made to address
the marine plastic problem in Tadami, which
is located in the central part of Japan. They
are tackling such a problem in a place where
there is no ocean. It is extremely important
to consider the connections between for-
ests, rivers, and the sea.

Dr. Michida also suggests that it is im-
portant not to force it on people. Instead,
let them find and discover it for themselves.
Thank you very much.

Anyone else? | just have one more ques-
tion.

Nakagawa:My name is Nakagawa from the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism (MILT). | would like to ask Dr. Michi-
da. You mentioned earlier that transparency
and the I0C’s core missions are about capaci-
ty building. Recently, the shortage of ocean-
ographic research vessels has become more
serious, especially in Japan. In the Noto earth-
quake, the deep-sea research vessel that was
supposed to be there was retired and could not
be used, so another vessel was brought in. We
are using a vessel that is older than the pre-
vious one. This has led us to continue oceano-
graphic research in a state that is not smooth
in many ways, and | think the transparency of
such research is not communicated to the pub-
lic. I'd like to ask Dr. Michida, who is retiring in
March this year, about this point.
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Michida:Thank you. The situation is certain-
ly as you said. So, I'm trying to do what | can.
But if, as you said, the situation is not well
known to the public, then | hope that MILT
and the MEXT will also do what they can. As
you said, | will be retiring in March this year,
but | will continue in my position as I0C Pres-
ident. So, at the 10C, | would like to contin-
ue to emphasize the importance of research
vessels and the fact that sustainable obser-
vation is key to marine science and problem
solving. | would appreciate your cooperation
in this matter.

Moderator:Thank you for your answer. Are
you okay?

Now that the time has come, | would like
to conclude the morning session.

Please give the presenters another round
of applause. (Applause)

We will also have various discussions in
the afternoon session. Please speak up and
join the discussion.
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Assistant Professor Athapol Anunthavoras-
akul is a Head of Teaching Social Studies
Division and a Director for Research and
Development Center on Education for Sus-
tainable Development (ESD Center), Faculty
of Education, Chulalongkorn University in
Thailand. His ESD Center has been selected
by Asia-Pacific Center of Education for In-
ternational Understanding (APCEIU) to be
Global Citizenship Education Co-operation
Center (GCC) since 2021. In Thailand, he has
played significant roles to promote policies
and innovations in education such as Global
Citizenship Education, Democratic Citizen-
ship Education, Media, Information and Dig-
ital Literacy through Basic Education, and
Teacher Education. He has involved in School
As Learning Community (SLC) movement for
seven years. Until now, he and his colleagues
support many schools’ transformation with
SLC philosophies via the concept of teacher
learning together to escalate quality learn-
ing for all students.
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Rethinking on a New Journey of Education for Sustainable Development in
Thailand:Case of ESD Center Chulalongkorn University
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Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
have been implemented in Thailand for dec-
ades via many projects such Eco-school and
Sufficiency Economy School. ESD Center at
Chula has contributed in mainstreaming ESD
nationwide with stakeholders including UNE-
SCO Bangkok, UNICEF, UNDP, Ministry of Ed-
ucation and Ministry of Natural Resource and
Environment (DEQP). Since 2015 ESD Center
has pilot new approaches on Learning School
based on School As Learning Community (SLC)
to facilitate school change towards quality
learning for all learner. Until now 22 schools,
primary and secondary, in Bangkok and Na-
kaornrachasima have worked collaboratively
with ESD center as SLC Frontline Schools and
now we are on the process to scaling up the
network. At the same period ESD center has
been selected to be Global Citizenship Educa-
tion (GCED) Co-operation Center by Asia-Pa-
cific Center of Education for International
Understanding along with 5 centers in ASEAN
Countries. For years GCED as an innovation
for ESD has been introduce to pre-service
teacher preparation program and in-service
teacher development network at provincial,
regional and national level. Within GCED ap-
proach, various topics and innovation such
Climate Change Education, Social Justice,
Inclusive City, Intercultural Understanding
and Gender Equality also be integrated and
introduced to teacher, teacher students and
teacher educators. This presentation will be
illustrated some practices and lesson learned
from our ESD journey to the audience.
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Dr. Muzailin Affan is an Associate Professor
at Faculty of Natural Science Syiah Kuala
University Indonesia. With a Ph.D. in Envi-
ronmental Science from Tohoku University,
he boasts over 15 years of experience in
academia and has become expert in disas-
ter mitigation. Dr. Muzailin also works on
international collaboration partnership for
more than 10 years. His research interest is
on post-disaster recovery and disaster edu-
cation. After 2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake
and Tsunami and also 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami, Dr. Muzailin has
been working together with researchers from
Japan for recovery programs of the both dis-
asters affected areas. He has received Award
from Japan ministry of foreign affair for his
contribution to strengthen collaboration
between Indonesia-Japan in disaster miti-
gation. He also actively engages in regional
partnership under Indonesia Malaysia Thai-
land Growth Triangle University Network
(IMT-GT Uninet) which he serves as head of
secretariat maintaining the network among
30 universities. Dr. Muzailin also actively in-
volved in local government as technical ad-
visor for Disaster Risk Reduction activities
at Aceh Tsunami Museum and also support-
ing JICA JPP project on capacity building on
DRR for museum staffs and school teachers
in Aceh in collaboration with Kamaishi city,
Japan.

Connect with Dr. Muzailin via email (muzai-
lin@usk.ac.id)
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Learning Lessons from Disasters:
Sharing Experiences from Sumatra and Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
to Build Partnership on Education for Sustainable Development focusing on DRR.
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This topic explores the imperative to glean
insights from two devastating natural disas-
ters — the Sumatra Earthquake and Tsunami
of 2004 and the Great East Japan Earth-
quake and Tsunami of 2011 —and underscores
the critical role of education for sustainable
development with a focus on disaster risk re-
duction (DRR). The disasters not only caused
immense human suffering and economic loss-
esbut alsorevealed vulnerabilities inexisting
disaster preparedness and response mecha-
nisms. This is to delve into the importance of
sharing experiences and lessons learned from
these calamities as a catalyst for creating
international partnerships in education that
prioritize sustainable development and DRR.
The Sumatra Earthquake and Tsunami of
2004 and the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami of 2011 were watershed mo-
ments that underscored the need for global
collaboration to address the multifaceted
challenges posed by natural disasters. Both
events resulted in staggering loss of life and
infrastructure damage, prompting a re-eval-
uation of existing disaster management
strategies. By examining the experiences of
these two regions, this topic seeks to draw
parallels and distinctions, providing a nu-
anced understanding of the complexities in-
volved in disaster response and recovery.
Education emerges as a key component in
building resilience and fostering sustainable
development, with a particular emphasis on
DRR. Lessons learned from the aftermath of
these disasters emphasize the need for com-
prehensive and culturally sensitive educa-
tional programs that equip communities with
the knowledge and skills to mitigate risks and
respond effectively to future calamities. The
study presents the exchange of experiences
between Sumatra and Japan that can serve
as a foundation for collaborative initiatives
in education for sustainable development,
acting as a bridge between communities that
have faced similar challenges. Some activi-
ties related to DRR by local communities in

the two regions resulted to strengthen the
ESD in the future.

Furthermore, it highlights the role of
partnerships in enhancing global resilience to
natural disasters. By creating a platform for
cross-cultural exchange, education systems
can become instrumental in promoting inter-
national cooperation and solidarity towards
a more resilient and sustainable future.
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Miki SUGIMURA is a professor of Compara-
tive and International Education, Faculty of
Human Sciences of Sophia University. She re-
ceived M.Ed. and PhD from University of To-
kyo. She is also a visiting professor of the
United Nations University Institute for the
Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-1AS),
a research fellow of Japan International Co-
operation Agency Ogata Institute, a senior
program officer of Research Center for Sci-
ence Systems at Japan Society for the Pro-
motion Science, and Vice Chair of Promotion
of Sustainability in Postgraduate Education
and Research (ProSPER.Net). She was ap-
pointed to a member of the International Ex-
pert Group on the revision of the 1974 Rec-
ommendation by UNESCO in 2022. She was
also a member of Japanese National Commis-
sion for UNESCO, President of Japan Compar-
ative Education Society (JCES) and a co-opt
member of executive board of World Council
of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES).
Her research topics are international higher
education, multicultural education, and Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development (ESD).
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ESD through International Cooperation and Partnership in Japan
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There are more than 1,100 UNESCO asso-
ciated schools in Japan, about 10% of the
world’s total. In addition, the current Cours-
es of Study include the goal of fostering the
creation of a sustainable society, and it is
recommended that all schools, not just UN-
ESCO associated schools, engage in ESD. In
this context, various practices have been
accumulated. At the annual National Confer-
ence of UNESCO associated schools, educa-
tors and practitioners gather to share their
experiences and learn from each other. Mean-
while, there is a movement to share such do-
mestic practices and activities not only with
those in Japan but also with overseas insti-
tutes, and to jointly create curricula and ed-
ucational methods.

They are also creating opportunities
for creative learning by promoting educa-
tional collaboration with foreign countries.
This presentation introduces some schools’
examples in Japan that are developing ESD
through international cooperation and part-
nerships, as well as a higher education net-
work centered on sustainability, and report
on the significance and challenges of these
efforts.

Ina Gakuen Junior High School in Saita-
ma Prefecture is an example where English
teachers a takes the lead in developing cur-
riculum and practices of ESD with a glob-
al perspective through teacher networking
activities between Korea and Japan. The
practice at Kurashiki Kojoike High School in
Okayama Prefecture is an example of ESD
that also considers contributing to the local
community through the practice of support-
ing a children’s cafeteria in which students
are voluntarily involved. The Asian Teacher
Educators for Climate Change Education (AT-
ECCE) Network organized by Okayama Uni-
versity has contributed to tackling the chal-
lenges of climate change education through
mutual exchanges of expertise on ESD among
nine countries. Shizuoka University creating
a consortium with overseas partner institu-
tions to develop practical ESD research and

Sophia University's efforts to build an edu-
cation and research network with overseas
research institutions illustrate the potential
of ESD through partnerships.

What these examples have in common is
that both learners and educators learn from
each other’s multiple perspectives and prac-
tice critical thinking together by collabo-
rating with foreign educational institutions.
This is a learning opportunity made possible
by the fact that each participant has a differ-
ent socio-cultural background. At the same
time, these practices share the significance
of solidarity and collaboration and form a
network of people who are responsible for
a sustainable future. This is precisely what
ESD seeks to achieve. As the significance of
ESD is now widely recognized around the
world, the future of ESD is required to devel-
oped through such international cooperation
and partnership.
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Dr. Kim is the president of the National
Youth Policy Institute in Korea(NYPI), the
Asian Regional Association for Career Devel-
opment (ARACD) and the ARACD in Korea. Dr.
Kim majored in chemical engineering in col-
lege and was granted master’s and doctoral
degrees in education from graduate school.
Dr. Kim also completed a doctorate in soci-
ology at Keio University in Japan. Dr. Kim is
co-editor of ‘Social Consciousness’ in Japan.

Today: Family, Children, and Gender’ from
Keio University Press in Tokyo and ‘Learning
and Places to be: Comparison of School and
Family in Korea and Japan’ from Keisoshobo
in Tokyo.

Dr. Kim has organized ‘2021 Youth Voice
Festa for P4G (Partnering for Green Growth
and Global Goals 2030)’, aiming to increase
the influence of youth by gathering and
spreading their voices and actions on climate
change where 112 numbers of Youth from 11
countries, including the Republic of Korea,
Vietnam, Kenya, Japan, India, Madagascar,
Haiti, Taiwan, and Mexico, participated in.
Dr. Kim has organized youth workers network
for climate change and has ensured that the
institute continues to pursue research oncli-
mate change and has introduced ESG manage-
ment faster than any other public institution
in Korea.
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What to do and what must be done regarding youth action
for climate change in Korea.
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Will Korean youth’s climate change actions
take a new turn? And can Can it be the driv-
ing force that creates a new phase? In the
meantime, environmental education has been
continuously been emphasized in Korea. How-
ever, international youth movements, includ-
ing Greta Thunberg’s one, have brought about
a new phase of change. More Korean youth
are participating in this movement than in
the past. Changes at school have also become
more active. The Korean government is de-
manding that ecological education be linked
to all subjects through national curriculum
reform. In fact, many educational programs
linked to climate action are being operated.
It is clear that climate change has become
an important trend in education. The climate
crisis has been incorporated into a new area
of knowledge that needs to be learned. How-
ever, it is not enough to make people agree
that humanity is truly heading towards a real
‘risk society’ (by Ulrich Beck) due to climate
change. One practice may lead to sustainable
practice or raise awareness of the severity of
the climate crisis obviously, but the problem
is that the climate crisis is rapidly becoming
more serious, and the effect of education is
too gradual. Of course, there are examples of
schools that go beyond operating climate ac-
tion programs and school wide behavior cur-
riculum, but these are only a few. The climate
crisis more likely be most likely is not a prob-
lem that can be solved even by school wide
behavior curriculum. This is a problem that
cannot be guaranteed to be resolved even if
the country wide responds with all its might.
In most cases, national responses to climate
crisis are limited to declarations or do not
respond seriously, and global responses are
ultimately only fragmented. Most public in-
stitutions and private companies in Korea are
introducing ESG management, but in some
ways, this is nothing more than a fad. In other
words, the problem is very complex and very
urgent, but practice is fragmented. There are
also youth groups, like Greta Thunberg, who
criticize the government’s response without

any hesitation in Korea. Their voices are very
urgent, but politicians who seriously respond
to their voices are rare. Thanks to many prac-
tices, climate change is clearly forming a
social value. However, it will take too much
time to share this value, and even if value
sharing spreads successfully, it is question-
able whether it will be possible to achieve
the 2030 NDCs as well as to prevent future
disasters. There are small countries and peo-
ple whose survival is threatened by the cli-
mate crisis, but it will be difficult for most
people to become aware of the climate crisis
without an irreversible disaster already ap-
proaching. Therefore, it is difficult to avoid
disaster by moving people and the nation by
relying on reason and efforts to form social
values, including the current educational re-
sponse. There will be no effective response
other than imposing stronger penalties or
stronger incentives. To emphasize the educa-
tional aspect, we need to find a way to pro-
vide stronger incentives.
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After serving as a professor, Director, and
Vice-President for Academic Affairs of Nara
University of Education, he assumed the roles
of Executive Trustee of the Nara National In-
stitute of Higher Education and Research and
President of Nara University of Education in
April 2022. His specialty is music education.

Born on April 1, 1960, in Osaka City, Japan,
he graduated from the Master’s Program in
Social Studies Education at Nara University
of Education. After working as a teacher in
a public school and as a teachers’ consultant
on the Board of Education, he has been with
Nara University of Education since 2011. In
April 2022, he assumed the position of Di-
rector of the Center for ESD and SDGs at
Nara University of Education. He has been re-
searching ESD through historical and cultur-
al heritage, based on the belief that Todaiji
Temple, Gankoji Temple, and other temples,
which have been handed down uninterrupt-
ed for 1,300 years, are components of the
World Cultural Heritage “Ancient Capital of
Nara” and contain the elements for creating
a sustainable society.
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Nara University of Education, established in
1888 as a national teacher training univer-
sity, holds the distinction of being the first
university in Japan registered as a UNESCO
Associated School. A key focus of our edu-
cation is “to cultivate teachers capable of
contributing to the creation of a sustainable
society”.

Our affiliated kindergarten, elementary
school, junior high school, as well as universi-
ty are also registered as UNESCO Associated
Schools, actively participating in collabora-
tive teacher training and classroom practices
centered around ESD. In April 2022, we inau-
gurated the ESD/SDGs Center, dedicated not
only to providing training for both pre- and
in-service teachers on ESD themes but also
to promoting ESD in collaboration with com-
panies and local governments.

Our university’s approach to ESD is char-
acterized by three key features.

Firstly, we have implemented a nation-
wide ESD teacher program for in-service
teachers. In 2015, we worked on developing
the "ESD Teacher Program.” After clarify-
ing the qualities and abilities required for
teachers who can appropriately teach ESD,
we created a five-part consecutive training
program. This year, training sessions were
conducted at 12 locations across the coun-
try.

Secondly, we are actively involved in
the development of the Kinki ESD Consorti-
um project. This initiative engages UNESCO

Associated Schools, companies, social edu-
cation facilities, and others, primarily in the
Kinki region. The consortium conducts les-
son planning seminars in collaboration with
institutions such as the Nara Prefectural
Manyo Cultural Museum and the Kawakami
Village Forest and Water Source Museum.
Additionally, it facilitates connections with
ESD teachers nationwide, hosting achieve-
ment presentations and practical exchange
sessions.

Lastly, the UNESCO Club, a student or-
ganization that enjoys promoting ESD, start-
ed in 2011 with four students. Today, it
boasts over 100 members actively partici-
pating in various ESD-related activities.
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From Osaka, Japan

Educational Background Nara University of
Education, Nara, Japan. April 2021- present:
English Education Course

Kokoku high school, Osaka, Japan. April
2018- March 2021

Hiraoka Junior High School, Osaka, Japan.
April 2015- March 2018

UNESCO Club at NUE focuses on learning and
practicing ESD. The key word of our club is ‘Nara’.
All our activities are basically associated with
Nara. For example, we have -ESD hiking- where
we visit cultural and historical heritage sites in
Nara and learn many things through our direct
experiences there.

Also, we work together and propose new
projects for promoting ESD. Many of our activi-
ties derive from what we want to learn and what
we are interested in. Through trials and errors,
we learn how to cooperate with each other for
successful accomplishments of our projects.

In this presentation, | would like to provide
two examples of activities of our club. One is an
activity associated with traditional aspects of
Nara. The other is disaster prevention and re-
duction education, a task we have tackled on for
several years.hrough repeated trial and error, we
learn how to cooperate with each other and feel
a sense of accomplishment when we have com-
pleted an activity.

In this presentation, | am going to introduce
two typical activities. One is activity which uti-
lize Nara. The other is related to disaster pre-
vention and reduction education that we have
tackled on their own initiative for several years.
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1.Introduction

UNESCO Club at NUE has two objectives: “to
enjoy learning ESD with fun” and “to train
ourselves to be a good teacher who can im-
plement ESD successfully”. Our activities are
roughly divided into two categories: learning
ESD and SDGs, and sharing our experiences
in practicing ESD with children and learn to-
gether.

2.Representative Activities of UNESCO Clubs
(1) Project on Traditional Cultural Education

In this project, club members create and
implement study plans for social studies field
trips for 3rd and 4th graders of elementa-
ry schools in southern Nara Prefecture. The
theme was “Nara Writing Brush and Yakushiji
Temple” This program is divided into three
stages,i.e. a preliminary lesson, social stud-
ies field trip and follow-up lessons.

(i) A Preliminary Lesson: pupils learn about
NaraWritingBrushand Yakushiji Templein
classroom.
(ii) Social Studies Field Trip: Pupils take part
in Nara Writing brush-making workshop.
They also visit Yakushiji Temple.

(iii) Follow-up Lessons: Pupils give a pres-
entation on what they learn.

(2) Education for Natural Disaster Preven-
tion and Reduction Project

Disaster prevention is among important
themes in ESD because it is directly related
to the goals of the SDGs. Disaster preven-
tion education has a high priority in Japan,
a nation which is susceptible to many natural
disasters. Our UNESCO Club also puts much
emphasis on education for preventing and re-
ducing natural disasters, and has worked on
it for more than five years, focusing on how
to implement disaster prevention education
effectively.

In September 2023, we participated
in Disaster Reduction Education Program
conducted by National Federation of UNES-
CO Associations in JAPAN (NFUAJ) and AXA

Life Insurance Co,. Ltd. In this program, we
learned theoretical background of disas-
ter prevention and reduction in the frame-
work of ESD. Our experience there gave us a
chance to make a presentation on what they
learned from this program at Nara Women's
High School. In February 2024, one of our
club members participated in the Disaster
Reduction Education Forum, and he made a
presentation.

3. Future Prospects

UNESCO Club at NUE is a place where
students themselves act as creators of a
sustainable society. It is also a place where
future teachers can learn and experience
hands-on practice on ESD.

Hopefully, we would like to cooperate
with youths inside and outside Japan and
work together for improving the world.
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The major of Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA is global
environmental study, mainly Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD) from the per-
spective of SDGs including Climate Change
Education (CCE), DRR education and Ocean
Education. Since 2002, he has promoted ESD
as a pioneer in Japan, in formal education
mainly, collaborating with diverse sectors
and international institutions such as UNE-
SCO, UNU and OECD at local and global level.
He has also played a leading role of ESD pro-
motion in Japan as the Chairperson of ESD
Round-table Meeting in Japan and the Chair
Advisor of ESD Resource Center as well as
a member of Japanese National Commission
for UNESCO. On the other hand, after the
Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in
2011, he engaged in post-disaster education
recovery and the improvement of education
utilizing the ESD network as a vice principal
at school and an administrator in Kesennu-
ma City. After that he was former Principal
Researcher of the Center for Ocean Educa-
tion at The University of Tokyo from 2016
to 2022. He is now researching CCE and DRR
Education as a crucial approach to ESD for
SDGs. He has PHD in Global Environmental
Studies from Kyoto University.
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Panel Discission

Focus of Discussion

* Role of Education (ESD) on Conserving Rich Nature, History and Culture as well as
Tackling Issues of Environmental, Economic and Social Aspects in each Countries.

+ Future Promotion and Collaboration on ESD beyond National Boundaries.

+ Fostering and Involving next Generation for Further ESD Promotion

Moderator

Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA Deputy Director, Center for ESD and SDGs at NUE

Panelists

Dr. Mukhsinkhuja ABDURAKHMONOV Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Japan

Dr. Athapol Anunthavorasakul Assistant Professor, Chulalongkorn University in Thailand
Dr. Muzailin AFFAN Director, International Office, Syiah Kuala University in Indonesia

Dr. Hyuncheol KIM President, National Youth Policy Institute in Korea
Dr. Miki SUGIMURA Professor, Sophia University in Japan

Moderator (Oikawa): Everyone, it’s time to
start the panel discussion.

Well, we've had a showcase and six re-
ports so far. Based on them, | would like to
begin a panel discussion with the four people
who spoke at the showcase and the ambassa-
dor who gave a lecture in the morning.

As stated in the program, the theme of
the panel discussion is, “Through sharing the
diverse ESD practice based on the situations
and issues of each country, and discussing how
to promote practical ESD and foster future

generation, we accelerate international part-
nership and collaboration for ESD promotion.”

There are three important key points.
The first one is about education and capacity
development aimed for the building of a sus-
tainable society. This will be the base of this
panel discussion. What we have repeatedly
heard today in everyone’s speeches and pres-
entations as important elements for that
point are partnerships, collaboration, and
networks. Of course, there are internation-
al networks that go beyond countries, and




interdisciplinary networks that go beyond
individual sectors or academic fields. So, the
second important key point is our various
connections. As we had a powerful presenta-
tion on youth participation at the end of the
showcase, the final important key point is
youth participation. | think what this means
for us is how we should involve the youth. |
would like to proceed with this panel discus-
sion with these key points.

First of all, as we invited one person
from each country, each of whom has cur-
rently been working to build a sustainable
society in a different field of study from each
other, or to put it in another way, | would
like you to discuss what your major issue is
for that purpose, the most significant issue
in your country. On the other hand, | believe
your country would have some strengths or
advantages for that purpose.

In order to understand the situation in
each country and to share them with every-
one, | would like each of you to talk about one
of them. | believe that by doing so, we will
be able to see the current situation of each
country and other important things.

Well, Ambassador ABDURAKHMONOV,
how about Uzbekistan? Please talk about its
challenges and advantages.

ABDURAKHMONOV: Of course, as | said
today, a lot is being done in Uzbekistan to-
wards achieving the SDGs. Also, we listened
to various presentations today. In particular,
| learned that there are various initiatives
for young people’s efforts for SDGs. These
initiatives were especially aimed at disasters
and DRR.

| think these are some of the major chal-
lenges we are facing in Uzbekistan. There is
Aral Sea on the west side of Uzbekistan. The
country has a big salt lake, but it is getting
smaller. Since 1960, The Aral Sea has disap-
peared, leaving 10% of the lake. It has be-
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come more susceptible to the impact of dis-
asters. Not only Uzbekistan, but neighboring
countries such as Kazakhstan and Turkmeni-
stan have also been affected.

In that sense, young people in these re-
gions are faced with major challenges. Espe-
cially drinking water. This is happening in the
western part of the country though. | believe
it may also have an impact on central Asia.
So, | think this is a challenge for our people.

In terms of strengths, Uzbekistan has
long been playing a central role connecting
Asia and Europe. It is situated in the middle
of the Silk Road. It has been playing a cen-
tral role along the Silk Road, which runs from
west to east.

Young people in Uzbekistan can speak at
least two or three languages. | believe that is
one of our strengths. That’s why we can involve
the entire world. At the same time, | believe we
have the ability to properly understand cultur-
al differences. Unlike other countries, we have
the power to peacefully bring the country to-
gether and involve other countries.

Moderator: Thank you very much. Uzbeki-
stan people can speak at least two or three
languages? What languages are spoken?

ABDURAKHMONOV: Uzbek is our main lan-
guage, but | think everyone can also speak
Tajik and Russian naturally. Also, about 70%
of our young people can currently speak Eng-
lish.

Moderator: Amazing! That's diversity. This
is something you never know until you hear,
so | was listening to him thinking that it was
amazing.

Next, how about Thailand?

ANUNTHAVORASAKUL: | would like to share
two aspects regarding GCED and ESD.
| talked about GCED, which is still new as
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a curriculum. | mean that it is supplementa-
ry in the sense of a curriculum and has been
added recently. And it is something that fits
well and is connected to students’ daily ac-
tivities. We have promoted GCED, for which
we're receiving very good feedback. The
feedback says they learned new topics, which
is very good. So, students are saying that it’s
more interesting than reading a textbook.

And | believe that it has been success-
fully integrated into the existing curriculum.
| wonder if GCED would have led to the de-
velopment of more social and emotional abil-
ities. So, | think it’s having an impact on the
development of human nature, or humanity.

An atmosphere where teachers are more
cooperative with each other is being gener-
ated. | believe when students have problems,
thanks to the GCED curriculum, schools can
empower teachers more, which has led to the
development of new activities at school. So,
this should be a very important point.

We’ve done a lot of work at high schools
in impoverished areas, and we've received
very positive feedback. Of course, there are
various discussions, but the facilitators are
also looking back on the activities and con-
sidering further development of discussions,
with the aim of further improving the quali-
ty of education for young people. So, | think
GCED provides good opportunities.

Moderator: Global Citizenship Education,
which is translated as “Chikyu Shimin Kyoi-
ku” in Japan, has become very popular and is
having positive effects in Thailand.

To the contrary, Dr. Athapol, do you have
any issues or challenges in achieving Sus-
tainable Development or SDGs? In the case
of Uzbekistan earlier, the lake is drying up
rapidly, which | believe is a problem related
to drinking water and climate change. How
about Thailand? Do you have any problems
such as social unsustainability or concerns
for such problems? | think ESD requires edu-
cation that can respond to such problems or
concerns. Do you have anything to say?

Do you have any challenges in achieving
the SDGs? In other words, what are Thailand'’s
challenges in creating a sustainable society?
What kind of issues are there in Thai socie-
ty and the country of Thailand? For example,
are there any challenges in such aspects as
the environment, economy, and culture?

ANUNTHAVORASAKUL: Challenges, right?
First, the challenge to making ESD and GCED
mainstream education is continued support
from the government. Although very good
flows and habits have been created at the
school level, the government | believe still
has many issues to solve. Especially over the
past 10 years, we have been in a very diffi-
cult situation. This is because the Minister
in charge of education has changed every
two years, and | think that even if we tried
to provide long-term support to scale up our
education, we wouldn’t be able to provide it.
So, we are cooperating with organizations,
for example, under five-year contracts. | be-
lieve long-term support is essential if we are
to scale up our education nationwide.

Moderator: | would like to delve into the
issues in terms of the promotion of ESD in




more detail later.

Dr. Muzailin, in your case, you mentioned
earlier that natural hazards and disasters are
very significant elements in the context of dis-
aster risk reduction and mitigation, but other
than that, are there any issues, or conversely
any great strengths that Indonesia has?

AFFAN: First of all, regarding Indonesia’s
challenges and strengths, especially regard-
ing the SDGs in general, it is a large coun-
try with the fourth largest population in the
world, which is also a problem. It is a country
with a large number of islands.

The other challenge is environmental
degradation. This is also a major issue. First,
forests have decreased, and soil is degrading.
In big cities like Jakarta, the problem of pol-
lution, such as air pollution, has become more
serious. In areas with economic development,
industrial activities have of course become
popular, which has led to pollution.

As | mentioned in my presentation, oth-
er challenges include natural disasters such
as earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic ac-
tivities since our country is located on the
volcanic belt of the Pacific Rim. The fact is
that this also poses a challenge for sustaina-
ble development. Then, there are challenges,
such as climate change and access to infra-
structure. We have yet to be as accessible as
Japan. Indonesia is still a developing coun-
try that is finally becoming a middle-income
country now. Therefore, our issues also in-
clude the fact that accessibility is not as ad-
vanced as in developed countries.

However, we in Indonesia also have
strengths. The first oneis that we have alarge
population in the country. Another strength
is that the country has achieved extremely
high economic growth. Our strengths also
include the fact that it is a country blessed
with rich natural resources. | believe this will
also have a huge positive impact on the sus-
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tainability of our future society.

Also, all of you may know, Indonesia is a
country rich in cultural diversity. From Aceh
to Papua, when we look at languages alone,
over 100 languages are spoken. In that sense,
| believe the fact that each area has its own
unique culture is a great strength in Indone-
sia’s sustainable development.

Also, the location of Indonesia is very
strategic. In other words, the country is lo-
cated on the belt stretching over the south-
ern and northern hemispheres, exactly on the
equator. We believe that our country is in a
very strategic location, for example, in trade.

| think these are the challenges that In-
donesia faces and its strengths.

Moderator: Thank you very much. I've gained
a good understanding of the country’s chal-
lenges and strengths. As expected, differ-
ent countries have different challenges and
strengths, so even if we use the word ESD or
education in a general sense, the direction and
purpose of promoting it will naturally change.
As we live in a small island nation, we tend to
forget that. Today, we are discussing in an
international symposium, so on the premise
that we naturally have different challenges
and strengths, how we should look into com-
monalities from here should be important.

Then, how about Korea, Dr. Kim? Please
explain about your country’s strengths and
challenges.

KIM: First, | would like to talk about weak-
nesses. | think our country has many weak-
nesses, but among various issues that pose
challenges in South Korea, the largest one is
the population problem. The population prob-
lem also leads to the disappearance of regions,
and | think this is not just the disappearance
of regions or population, but ultimately re-
sults in a lack of diversity. The population is
concentrated in the metropolitan area. We can
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see this phenomenon also in Japan, but ours is
far more serious than Japan. As you may know,
the total birth rate is 0.78. Probably, statistics
for last year have not yet been released, so it
may have dropped to 0.6. The concentration of
population in the metropolitan area is not just
a matter of population migration, but it also
creates an expensive society. | believe this type
of phenomenon should lead to becoming a soci-
ety with a negative impact on the environment,
so it is connected to various social problems
related to environmental education as well as
climate issues. With this weakness...Although
South Korea is now taking steps to become a
diverse society, the biggest problem is that
these steps must be advanced even further.

| believe this leads to our entrance exam-
ination issue, which is still a problem. | think
there are various reasons behind the fact as
| mentioned earlier that children don’t take
action as they get older when it comes to
taking entrance exams, but | believe the en-
trance exam issue might also lie in the rea-
sons of children not taking actions.

The reason that people often don’t hear
about not only ESD but also various other as-
pects of education is that the most impor-
tant thing is the entrance exam issue, and
| believe that the entrance exam issue is an
obstacle or barrier in taking steps towards a
diverse society after all. | think the most im-
portant thing right now is how to overcome
these weaknesses.

The country has many strengths, but |
have proposed, in policies for children and the
youth and in the policies of education, many
opportunities for children to speak out even
in the face of suffering. As a result, children,
while having a hard time with various things
such as entrance exams, have more opportuni-
ties to speak out, which I think is a strength.

| believe that in order to create a sus-
tainable society, we need to listen to the
voices of children. Because they are the most

radical group. Unless we are radical, | don't
think we will be able to achieve our goal of
carbon neutrality by 2050.

Moderator: Thank you very much. Just lis-
tening to it now, it’'s completely opposite
from Indonesia’s case. On one side, the popu-
lation is increasing, and on the other, it is de-
creasing. Japan also has a very similar case to
that of South Korea, and it can be said that
we still have the entrance examination race
problem in Japan as well. In the case of South
Korea, however, we often see videos of stu-
dents going to take entrance exams being led
by police cars broadcasted. | have heard that
they still have quite extreme competition.

Well then, Professor Sugimura. you have
been involved in ESD for a long time, and
your specialty is international education, so
| believe you have been looking at the situa-
tion while going back and forth between the
inside and outside of Japan. Based on your
experiences, what do you think about the
current situation, challenges, and strengths
in working toward the SDGs and ESD, and to-
ward creating a sustainable society? How do
you feel about them?

Sugimura: First, | will talk about a weakness,
or a challenge. As Dr. Kim from South Korea
just mentioned, how should we think about
social diversity while the population contin-
ues to decline? Of course, there are various
perspectives on this, such as how to acquire
talented human resources for economic devel-
opment and how to maintain competition, but
on the other hand, as is often said in social di-
versity and the SDGs, | believe that the issue
of how to create an inclusive society without
leaving anyone behind is a challenge that is
directly connected to ESD. As | was listening
to Dr. Kim, | realized that the way Japanese
education is trying to deal with this challenge
is exactly the same as in South Korea.




Also, this is what | shared when | went
to various schools, and when | had conversa-
tion with teachers earlier today at this ven-
ue during the break, and also Mr. Kim has just
mentioned about entrance exam problem. The
so-called traditional way of evaluation in ed-
ucation, or the old-fashioned ideal ways of
studying and learning, such as the acquisition
of what is commonly referred to as academic
ability, or to be more specific, the acquisition
of skills and knowledge required in the compe-
tition for higher education are greatly differ-
ent from the learning that ESD is pursuing in
quality. So, | believe that how teachers in the
actual education sites, those who make poli-
cies, and even we, researchers at universities
should face this issue is a really big challenge.

When | ask teachers in various schools,
they say that they understand the importance
and meritsof ESDand it should be done, but for
the time being, they wonder how they should
deal with tomorrow’s academic achievement
test together with their students, and how
they should create test questions. So, it is
difficult for teachers in the actual education
sites to figure out how they incorporate ESD
elements into a somewhat fixed curriculum in
their limited time. Of course, there are cur-
rently a lot of talks about the need to reform
teachers’ work style. However, | think the
question is how to achieve this under such
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complicated conditions.

[ don’t think thisissue is unique to Japan,
and | would like you to think about today’s
discussion later, | think that the question of
how to evaluate the results of ESD will be
an important point in thinking about a very
qualitative educational reform. Therefore, |
think it is a very important point to consider
how the various ESD practices currently be-
ing carried out in Japan are evaluated.

From a slightly different perspective, this
is what | think about the current situation in
Japan, but as mentioned many times today,
there are currently over 1,000 UNESCO Asso-
ciated Schools in Japan, and as | mentioned in
my presentation, there are many schools that
are steadily implementing good practices, even
if they are not registered with UNESCO Asso-
ciated Schools. | really wish that they could
have that kind of experience, as well as more
horizontal collaboration, not just limited to
regarding the teaching method and the learn-
ing method. Because there are so many schools
where teachers are engaging in good practices,
| believe it would be even better if they had the
opportunity to have that kind of interaction.

In that sense, of course, the UNESCO As-
sociated Schools National Conference is held
grandly in Japan once a year, and as mentioned
earlier, there are the national network of
UNESCO Associated Schools and ASPUnivNet,
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a network of universities that support it,
for which Professor Oikawa, Nara University
of Education will be serving as the steering
committee as secretary general from next
year. We already have a mechanism in place
supported by a university where everyone
makes efforts together as one, but the point
is to figure out how to make it work.

| have one more thing, and this was ac-
tually a topic often discussed in meetings of
the Japanese National Commission for UNES-
CO (UNCU) when I was working for it before.
It was about how we could communicate and
share this kind of Japan’s experience over-
seas, and many of the committee members
expressed their opinions about it.

To the contrary, as is the case today,
| think it would be even better if we could
absorb good experiences from overseas and
combine them with Japan’s experiences to
create new programs and teaching materials.

Today, professors and other guests from
Indonesia, Thailand, South Korea, and Uzbek-
istan gave presentations, and when | spoke
to them earlier at lunch, | learned that they
all had the experience of studying or work-
ing in Japan. That's why they are so good at
speaking in Japanese. Today, | realized that
they are building various types of education
while connecting with Japan, and | once again
reaffirm my thought that it would be great

if there were more opportunities like this.
These are challenges.

Ontheother hand, as | havealready talked
about some of Japan’s strengths, why Japan
has so many UNESCO Associated Schools is
something that | would like to proudly share
with the world. This is because, as you may
know, when the United Nations Decade on
ESD began in 2005, there were 16 UNESCO
Associated Schools in Japan. By 2014, the
number of schools had rapidly increased to
over 1,000, and when it became a part of the
Global Action Program (GAP), even more peo-
ple raised their hands for participation.

Actually, this is something that every-
one at JNUC has been thinking about for
a long time, but even if they raised their
hands, it was difficult to become a UNESCO
Associated School. Even so, there were many
schools that were waiting until they became
a UNESCO Associated School. Currently, we
have systems for Candidate Schools newly
established by the MEXT and the JNCU. Fur-
thermore, the situation has become more vi-
brant with the addition of a new step with
which, when a school raises its hand, it first
becomes a candidate school, and when it re-
ceives further certification, it is allowed to
become a UNESCO Associated School.

When | was wondering why we were able
to have such a momentum, | realized that, con-
trary to what | said at the beginning, there
were many schools with teachers who were re-
ally concerned about how they could help Jap-
anese schools or children learn, knowing that
it was a difficult way, and raised their hands.
The power of teachers who support the power
of practice, and although it is not a whole com-
munity approach, but the fact that there are
many communities where local residents are
very cooperative contributed to the creation
of the momentum of thinking together.

| believe that political measures have also
supported this momentum. In fact, this is what




the Director-General said at the beginning to-
day, as well as Ms. Morohashi from UNESCO, as
part of the overall flow. The fostering creator
for sustainable society is clearly stated, in the
preamble and the general rules of the Nation-
al Curriculum Guidelines in Japan, and the 4th
Basic Plan for the Promotion of Education that
was released last year has two pillars: one is
“well-being” and the other is “sustainability.”
Therefore, if we support these things, they
will also be reflected in the measures of the lo-
cal boards of education in each prefecture, and
with the support from a bottom-up flow rath-
er than top-down and from political measures,
the power of the education sites to move the
situation forward through their effort both in
their daily tasks and to incorporate ESD ele-
ments into their tasks led to over 1,000 UN-
ESCO Associated Schools, and to the power of
schools to think that they should give it a try
even if it involves their teachers’ strenuous ef-
fort.

In conclusion, | would like to say one
more thing. Although we have 1,000 UNES-
CO Associated Schools, it is often pointed
out to us that their locations are quite un-
even in Japan. As mentioned by the super-
intendent of education of Ehime Prefecture
earlier here, some cities, such as Kesennuma
and Omuta, have made a city-wide effort to
have UNESCO Associated Schools, and some
have not, so there are still differences in de-
grees of commitment to UNESCO Associated
Schools. | think this is a point that Japan still
has to work hard in the future.

| talked a bit long, but that is my com-
prehensive impression.

Moderator:Thank you very much. She has
been involved in ESD for a long time, and her
passion has been conveyed to us.

The shift in the view of academic ability,
or rather the transformation in the quality
of academic ability, and the spread of ESD
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have actually come together in tandem, but
the question is whether these two wheels
are properly connected. It is quite difficult to
handle both in a regular school or in a local
government. | believe that schools that are
designated as UNESCO Associated Schools
through community-wide effort have recog-
nized most of such circumstances. As a pro-
moter, | actually wonder if we have not made
enough efforts yet in that sense.

If we don’t continue to make further ef-
fort in the future, and as the purpose of that
part varies, the approach towards that part
deviates, and the carriage of ESD won't run
well, so | would like to make sure that we will
do that properly.

Another thing is that the number of UN-
ESCO Associated Schools exceeded 1,000,
which is amazing just to see the result, but
| have known the situation since the days
when there were only about a dozen UNESCO
Associated Schools. So, | think the MEXT and
those currently working on this promotion
should reflect once again on how important
that process is. The crucial point is why we
were able to increase the number of UNESCO
Associated Schools to 1,000.

There are two things to this effect. One
is, of course, that Mr. Saito or the Direc-
tor-General has been taking the leadership,
for which if | use the word top-down, but we
have been promoting various measures, such
as reforming the national curriculum guide-
lines, etc. From my point of view, the curric-
ulum guidelines have a lot of parts to follow
up to ESD promotion.

In fact, since around 2005 when the Unit-
ed Nations Decade on ESD began, | have be-
lieved that the true characteristics of Japan's
ESD lie in bottom-up efforts. In other words,
we have all-stars from Omuta City, Kesennuma
City, Kanazawa City, and Niihama City here to-
day, so we have people from each key region in
our ESD effort, and | can feel their strong pas-
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sions in Japanese educational settings that
they have to do something for their cities and
that the sustainability of their cities depends
on children and on education.

Based on this, the results of the accu-
mulated whole-city efforts and whole-school
efforts to promote ESD led to the number
of UNESCO Associated Schools exceeding
1,000. That's why I believe that 1,000 UN-
ESCO Associated Schools could be achieved
only through the two wheels of bottom-up
and top-down approaches.

In fact, UNESCO Associated Schools in
Japan actually began in each region in a rural
area, not in the center of the central part of
the city. Of course, we have some of them in
the central part of cities, such as Tama City.
In that sense, | think it’s important that
their strong passions and enthusiasms were
at the root of why they became nationwide.

Well, | actually wanted to ask you about
things like how to develop human resources
to overcome challenges based on the infor-
mation of the challenges of each country,
how to provide education that makes those
strengths even stronger, but | would like to
ask them linking with my next question.

Next, since we have people who gath-
ered here from all over the world, we were
able to have an opportunity to listen to talks
about various networks and partnerships in
presentations. In addition to their examples,
| would like all of you, our panelists, to talk
about your ideas that may be possible in the
future, whether it’s through this symposium
or something else.

Especially for me, since | am based in
Nara, | wonder what kind of educational col-
laboration we can do with, for example, stu-
dents and children in Nara, or more specif-
ically, children in Japan, and not limited to
children but with teachers. | would love to
hear your suggestions or proposals for this

and I think it would be even better if | could
make them come true based on your ideas. |
hope to put the proposal into a feasible form
in some way, so | would like you to give some
ideas and hints for me.

Ambassador, what do you think?

ABDURAKHMONOV:It's difficult to find how
to start. Of course, education is a very im-
portant part of achieving the SDGs and for
the government of Uzbekistan, and we are
currently working hard on it.

However, my comment is, as you men-
tioned, what can we do from now on? Today,
we all gathered here to discuss regional part-
nerships, such as what Uzbekistan and Japan
can do through their joint effort.

From my point of view, Samarkand, a world
heritage site in Uzbekistan, has built a very
good relationship with its sister city Nara. The
very good relationship is at the level of the
Samarkand region and Nara Prefecture. Two
weeks ago, both parties had an agreement to
invite students from Nara to Samarkand, Uz-
bekistan and to local universities during their
stay for one week or two weeks. They started
talking about promoting exchanges between
students from Nara University of Education
and local universities. Therefore, students who
come to Uzbekistan from Nara can, for exam-
ple, have discussions about the future and co-
operation, and exchange opinions.

We are also working on a plan for high
school students to come to Uzbekistan on
their school trips. Starting from this year,
we would like to continue this initiative in
the future. Promoting students’ exchanges in
this way, and realizing high school students’
interactions, we hope that they will come
into contact with various cultures.

I would also like high school students
from Uzbekistan to come to Nara, Japan, and
see, experience, and learn various things.
Also, | think it would be a great experience




for Japanese students to come to Uzbek-
istan, especially to see Samarkand and its
world heritage sites.

Moderator: | think it’s an attractive propos-
al. Thank you very much. Samarkand is said
to be the crossroads of the Silk Road, and
because Nara is the last station on the Silk
Road, we hope that, not limited to cultural
exchanges, incorporating such ancient his-
tory, exchanges that also cover educational
and future-oriented exchanges will provide
great opportunities for students. This is not
only true for Uzbekistan and Nara, but also
for relationships with other countries whose
representatives are here on stage through
various themes.

How about Thailand? Thailand is also a
country with a long history, but what kind of
partnership can we consider for the future?

ANUNTHAVORASAKUL: I'm sorry. | misun-
derstood your first question.

Regarding ESD, | believe that in Thailand
it is a great opportunity for teachers to be
involved in their schools’ ESD-related curric-
ulum. In accordance with the ESD program,
even a school for children in low-income
households is, for example, offering online
programs for which it has collaborated with
schools in Hiroshima. Students in the School
and in schools in Hiroshima are connected in
the hope that they will learn English more
from each other. They are sharing each oth-
er’s stories and Thai culture online.

| think such exchange programs are a
wonderful way to connect people. This applies
not only to students, but also to connections
among faculty members. There are exchange
programs with foreign schools, such as Japan,
South Korea, and Indonesia, which are very
empowering for teachers. Creating a higher
quality teaching plan or even teaching the
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same topic in another country can be a great
opportunity. | think it is very important to
create a network of teachers in this way.

For example, in southern Thailand, there
are communities with Malaysian culture.
Therefore, very meaningful efforts are be-
ing made even in the sense of incorporating
GCED from an Islamic perspective.

Another important place for GCED and
ESD is, for example, an area near Laos in the
northeastern region, where there are many
cultural similarities of Thailand and Laos.
Therefore, first of all, we engage in various
activities in the community, such as shar-
ing academic affairs plans. | heard that one
school sent its students across the Mekong
River to Laos for exchange activities. | heard
that having been from Thailand to a region
in Laos, which is a very poor region with
problems with the ecosystem, students had
an opportunity to discuss issues such as re-
al-world inequality. | think these activities
are also very important.

| think the other important point is col-
laborative research among educators and
teachers across countries. For example,

when it comes to ESD, there are various top-
ics such as peace and education and themes
that are easily accepted by young people, so
| believe that through ESD they can work on
topics that young people are also interested
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in. That's all that comes to mind when | hear
your question.

Moderator: Thank you very much. The big-
gest challenge in exchanges through ESD
teacher education, or teacher training, In
Japan, UNESCO Associated Schools is that
mutual exchanges and networks among UNE-
SCO Associated Schools, especially networks
with schools in overseas countries, are slow
to progress, as clearly evidenced by surveys
and from the actual situation. So, in that
sense, | thought that as just he mentioned
by him, exchanges can be done online or face-
to-face, and if initiatives like that progress
greatly, both children and teachers will have
a very dynamic perspective, which would in
turn lead to initiatives themselves becoming
global. Thank you very much.
Dr. Muzailin, what do you think?

AFFAN: Thank you. When it comes to part-
nerships and collaboration, | think outputs
and outcomes are necessary. | believe it is
important to produce these kinds of outputs
through symposiums like this. For example,
right now, people from five countries are
gathered together. So, why not start some-
thing with these 5 countries? How about
doing a partnership program? Because we
have people from UNESCO as well. | think it
would also be good to further strengthen the
strengths of other countries.

As people who have already been work-
ing on partnerships are gathered here now,
| think there is a way to work together to
solve problems. Of course, it is possible to
solve problems individually, but | still believe
that collaboration is important. So, why not
use this symposium as an opportunity to
start something? Why not discuss whether
there is any action we can take?

Moderator: | was listening to him, thinking

that he is so right.

The reason why | asked this question is
that | believe at my core that neither ESD nor
SDGs can be achieved by just one country.
In particular, with so-called global issues,
climate change, and various conflicts, we're
here from five countries to think about how
we can collaborate across countries in times
like these, so I'd like to spend a little more
time from now until the final closing session
to think about what we can do together.

Dr. Hyuncheol, what do you think?

KIM:The more cooperation, the better. How-
ever, | don’t think it will be sustainable if we
have to carry a heavy load. | think it’s better
for us to take it easy. Thanks to the digital
transformation during the coronavirus pan-
demic, we have found a way to easily meet
people, so | think it would be better to make
it really easy and to casually see each other.
However, as with the cases of other worlds
in Asia, it is easier for people in English-speak-
ing regions such as Europe and America to net-
work. Things with Asian countries are quite
difficult due to language issues. It is difficult
for adults to overcome the language barrier.
But it is not so difficult for children. Even chil-
dren who can’t speak the language manage to
communicate. A few years ago, when we did a
event, the children also helped each other. So, |




wonder why not create as many opportunities
for them to meet other children as possible
without worrying? This means that we can be
involved and do it together.

Moderator: So, it should be a movement led
by children. It’s like putting children in the
lead and adults following behind.

Inparticular, since yougaveapresentation
on youth earlier, | would like to talk about the
range to which you regard people as “youths.”
In Japan, we recognize the generation older
than that recognized by other countries as
“youths,” but | would rather think that how
far the younger generation should be recog-
nized as youths is more important.

| think it is OK to recognize junior high

school students as youths when observing the
performances of various children these days.
This was especially true after the earthquake.
Junior high school students were the most re-
liable and worked the hardest to contribute
to society and to disaster victims. This phe-
nomenon is happening now in Noto as well.

| would like to expand on this topic re-
lated to students and young people further
to the closing session, but | believe that it
is very important to value these points and
create collaborations among countries. Thank
you very much.

Dr. Sugimura, what do you think?

Sugimura: To continue what has been men-
tioned just now, | would like to introduce one
good example. In the example of Ina Gakuen,
which | introduced earlier in my presentation,
the exchange partners are South Korean stu-
dents. In that case, they wanted to commu-
nicate in English, but they are both learning
English and are not native speakers.
Actually, Mrs. Matsukura who is a teach-
er from the English department asked me,
“How do you think the children interacted
with each other?” Nowadays, they are creat-
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ing networks of communication through so-
cial media and email, and the answer to his
question was that apart from whether it's a
good idea or not, junior high school students
are increasing the number of their communi-
cation channels through small ideas such as
using Al’s automatic translation to ask ques-
tions such as “How are you?” or “What are
you eating? Although that may not be the
only example that should be recommended,
| feel that there is great potential in young
people’s ideas and power, just as Dr. Kim
stated, to help create collaboration.

In that sense, | think it is very important
to create opportunities for online initiatives
as Dr. Athapol mentioned earlier. If everyone
can feel that it is good to communicate or be
connected with someone even once and learn
what people in their exchange partner’s
country are thinking, it will lead to the next
step. As it will be costly and require great la-
bor to spend time and money for travel to ac-
tually meet someone, in that sense, | believe
it would be a good idea to take advantage of
the current situation of everyone being on-
line in various forms, which | think is a posi-
tive side effect of the coronavirus pandemic.

Currently, at the university level, we are
actually working on Collaborative Online In-
ternational Learning, which we call “COIL.”
This is not just about communicating or dis-
tributing teaching materials like MOOC (Mas-
sive Open Online Courses), which was used in
the past, but it also covers discussions and
debates held by connecting classrooms online,
or is used for online and on-time discussion
part alone for students who read learning ma-
terials beforehand. Actually, many universi-
ties are currently taking this online approach.

With this approach, for example, stu-
dents at my university under the guidance
of a professor from the international health
nursing department can be connected to stu-
dents in Mongolia and the United States to
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have discussions among the three countries,
or Japanese students can communicate with
African students beyond the time difference,
which is possible because their schedule can
be adjusted. So, if you can use this, it would
be great because students can acquire a lot
of different perspectives.

There are some important points in tak-
ing this approach. One is that any practice re-
quires a key person. The key person could be a
teacher, a facilitator, or a motivated student.
Earlier today, Mr. Nawashiro gave a very good
presentation on UNESCO clubs. He just called
for us to connect with each other, and having
a key person like him is extremely important.

But there’s one more important point.
It's sustainability. How to create a system
where after connecting with someone and
saying, “see you again,” and actually connect
with the person again is really important. Al-
though this is what | somehow feel based on
my inexpert experience, what gives us power
is the fact that we have a common interest.
This is what the panelists here also men-
tioned earlier in their presentations today.

In other words, with this topic we can
discuss a lot, and panelists with common in-
terest can create an opportunity first, and
start to work on it. If we are given a specific
topic and try to discuss in line with it, it's
inevitable that we push ourselves too hard,
but if we start a discussion on what we re-
ally want to discuss, | sometimes think that
the connections between people will create a
tremendous amount of power.

| think about working on something re-
lated to the topic through online, in which
we have a common interest with systems and
themes those can connect us as well as with
a key person.

Moderator: Lastly, however, | would like to
point out that not all but some of you have
just mentioned that youth participation is ex-

I

tremely important repeatedly. This may be a
part in which we should play a role of a change
agent as an advocate in order to change the
society. Some of our panelists said that the
youth may be more suitable for and can be
more active in the position to create and co-
ordinate networks. In addition to what | just
mentioned, Mr. Kim Hyuncheol emphasized
earlier that we need to listen to the voices of
youths and children in our effort to make the
most of the youths and to get them involved.
If there is any other good idea or a good exam-
ple for youth participation, | would like other
panelists to talk about it.

ABDURAKHMONOV: | mentioned it a little
bit in my presentation today, but in Uzbek-
istan we regard people down to about 30
years of age as young people. People in this
age range are called youths, and 60% of the
population of 36 million is the young gener-
ation. This is about the young generation up
to 30 years of age.

So, the government is paying a lot of at-
tention to them and trying to get that mes-
sage across. They are working to convey the
message of the SDGs and make the younger
generation more aware of the SDGs. To this
end, we have held various lectures, symposi-
ums, and conferences in an effort to spread
the SDGs in various parts of society.




However, the important point that |
would like to convey to the young generation
is that | would like them to be able to deal
with future problems themselves. Therefore,
one of the goals of the Uzbek government is
to raise the awareness of the SDGs among
the young generation.

Moderator:It's about how to create a sense
of mission for future.
What do you think, Mr. Athapol?

ANUNTHAVORASAKUL: | think ESD can be
a very powerful tool to bring about change.
For example, when it comes to ESD, | think it
is an opportunity for learners to participate
as active advocates.

When we gave an education using ESD in
Pattani, we engaged in a project called “In-
clusive City.” It was a four-week activity, and
the first step was for students to map their
communities. For example, they collect infor-
mation about what kinds of people live in a
particular town, and in Pattani, for instance,
they learn about the history of the country,
but they dont know much about the history
of their area, Pattani. Therefore, they actu-
ally went into the area, listened to the voices
of the local people, and analyzed the results
ourselves in an attempt to understand what
kind of issues the community had. So, they
decided to learn on our own. Using these
opportunities, for example, they ultimately
wrote a book or communicated with others.

One more thing that developed was a
project called “Photo Essay.” In other words,
students take photos of various places in the
community, and while taking those photos,
they listen to the stories of the elderly peo-
ple there, asked them to share various lessons
that they have learned, and studied those
lessons. Asking students about what kinds of
requests they have for their community pre-
sented a great opportunity for the students
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themselves to become more civic-minded.

| believe ESD can be a very powerful tool
when it comes to making our communities
better and creating a better future. | think
it’s great because it’s a student-led project.

Moderator: | was listening to him, hoping
to expand this kind of activity around the
world, including Japan.

Dr. Muzailin, are there any activities relat-
ed to disaster risk reducation and mitigation in
which youths can participate or take the lead?

AFFAN: | think it is very important for
our future that young people become change
agents, and to support them is a good oppor-
tunity to achieve our future, putting them in
the front and support them from behind.

Regarding DRR, as | explained in my pres-
entation, in disaster mitigation and disaster
avoidance, for example, high school students
from Indonesia and Japan shared what they
had learned in their own environments. Then,
high school students shared what they can
do for society as high school students.

When thinking about international coop-
eration, especially starting from junior high
school level, rather than from elementary
school level...junior high school or maybe high
school is the appropriate level for starting
thinking about it. For example, if they are
going to visit each other across the country,
it may turn out to be necessary that they
are junior high school students or older. So, |
think junior high school and high school stu-
dents would be suitable for such activities.

| talked about disaster mitigation efforts
in my presentation, but this is not limited to
these efforts. Also, | believe it is important
to share information and support each other
through activities such as cultural exchang-
es, and for general environmental issues.

Moderator: Thank you very much. In Mr.
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Hyuncheol’s presentation, youths were the
main focus, and | was struck by how he de-
scribed youths as leading various activities
and as being radical. What kind of impact do
they have on society? This means the impact
of youth on Korean society. Japan may still
have a long way to go in that sense.

KIM: | don’t know how much of an impact
they have. Probably not much, because adults
have yet been informed.

It can be done in various mechanisms, but
| think practice is really important, so if | am
here at this symposium which is held again in
Nara in the next fiscal year, | will definitely
bring children. Reaching out to them, | would
like to start something like Nara Club, Inter-
national Children’s Club, or Climate Change
Club. Let's give it a try. | will cooperate.

Moderator: OK. Thank you very much.

| believe that the climate change issue
requires youth partnership and collaboration.
While UNESCO has created the Green Educa-
tion Partnership, but it is crucial for youths to
work as a messenger or as someone who shows
leadership in the ESD and UNESCO activities.
There is also a UNESCO club at the affiliated
junior high school, and some UNESCO clubs at
schools all over the country. As we have these
cases and listened to remarks that South Kore-
an and Asian people including Uzbekistan are
suffering from climate change, Mr. Nawashi-
ro, how about giving it a little thought about
partnerships with these countries?

Dr. Sugimura, what do you think?

Sugimura: | really have one phase, which
is “Going back to basics”. ESD encourages
youths to take everything as their own prob-
lem, and as | believe that their power when
they do so, including for the climate change
issue, is amazing, | think it would be great if
we could do our best to provide some oppor-

tunity for that and empower them.

There was just one more thing because
we listened earlier to a remark about what
we should do to promote international coop-
eration. In the sense of empowering youths,
perhaps, this is exactly what UNESCO is do-
ing now, a really good meeting named ESD
Global Net Meeting on connecting ESD global
network was held, led by Ms. Morohashi and
her colleagues from the ESD section of UNE-
SCO, who are also here today, at the United
Nations University in December last year.

At that time, a similar topic was dis-
cussed by people separating to six regions
around the world, especially here from the
Asia-Pacific region truly in a heated atmos-
phere. Therefore, | supposed it would be fun
for us today communicate the results of this
meeting here today to the committee there
in some way, saying that we all discussed this
in Japan, and that we can bring young people
with us and do it again.

Moderator: Thank you very much. | would ap-
preciate it if Ms. Morohashi could let us know
good techniques or method for that purpose,
if she has any, as part of her final comment.

| truly appreciate your participation. We
received valuable information and ideas from
all of you. This is not the end, and this is the
starting point. As Mr. Kim Hyuncheol men-
tioned, | have also been wondering if | could
bring a few young people from South Korea
who are working hard to this meeting here as
well in order to give some inspiration to the
UNESCO Club in Japan, so | appreciate that he
presented that suggestion.

| think it is extremely important to link
this kind of information to concrete practic-
es in the future, so | would like to ask for
your cooperation.

I would like to have this opportunity to
take a moment to listen to people on the floor
because they also have some opinions and




questions by reorganizing the time schedule
slightly.

People on the floor, what do you think? If
you have any questions or comments, includ-
ing one we have discussed ever, please feel
free to present. Mr. Yasuda, do you have any?

Yasuda: My name is Yasuda, former superin-
tendent of Omuta City Board of Education.
Today, | would like to express my gratitude
to everyone at Nara University of Education,
the president, and Dr. Oikawa as moderator
who has served as a coordinator for holding
this international symposium on ESD sup-
ported by wonderful panelists from Japan
and abroad, and for giving me the opportuni-
ty to learn. | appreciate it.

We have just received lectures from the
panelists about challenges and benefits of ESD,
how to collaborate across countries, and youth
participation. My question is that teachers
and youths are listed as targets of the Prior-
ity Action Areas of ESD, but in order for ESD
to continue its sustainable development, what
expectations do you have for young teachers
who are both teachers and youths? | would ap-
preciate it if you could share it with us.

Moderator: As expected of the Superinten-
dent of Education, this is a great question.
If you are both a youth and a teacher, please
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raise your hand. Oh, we have one.

Panelists, | would like to ask you. Re-
garding our expectations for young teach-
ers, if any, for teachers in the young gener-
ation. Expectations for them can be either
as youths or as teachers. As we have only a
little time left, so if you have something to
say, please raise your hand.

ANUNTHAVORASAKUL: Thank you for your
question. In Thailand, there are many young
teachers in schools. Some teachers are retir-
ing, and new teachers are coming in. The ques-
tion is how can we support such young people?
Also, | believe we need to create more
places for learning. | think it would be great if
there were opportunities for not only train-
ing, but also partnerships among schools,
or collaboration between teachers, within a
school, or between teachers at local schools.
Therefore, | think it is necessary to cre-
ate a network of teachers in the same area so
that teachers in that area can talk from the
same background. That way, it will be easier
to learn, and as people who understand the
issues of students in each area will come to-
gether to form a network, | think it will be
easier for young people to collaborate.

Moderator: | was listening to him, thinking
that it was very true. | think that ASPnet
(the UNESCO Associated Schools network)
is of course centered around students, and
people also tend to think that way. But to
look at it from another perspective, it is also
a network for teachers. | think instead of
doing ESD or UNESCO Associated Schools on
a stand-alone basis, by doing them togeth-
er with other teachers, they can share con-
cerns, and good practices, or solidarities and
support that shows that they are not alone
and that they are doing this together, so |
would like them to expand partnerships also
from that perspective.
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Next, Dr. Muzailin

AFFAN: Thank you. | would like to share a
case from Indonesia with you. Indonesia is a
large Muslim country. We have two education
systems, which are public schools and Islamic
boarding schools. Teachers at Islamic board-
ing schools are generally young. In any case,
they are very young. Even some students are
in a teaching position. So, | think we need to
create a system that strengthens young peo-
ple. | hope that it would be great if there was
a situation where even young teachers can
acquire more knowledge.

Just because they’re a teacher, it doesn’t
mean you know everything. Therefore, | be-
lieve there is a chance to teach these young
teachers something, whether they are jun-
ior high or other school students in a teach-
ing position or not. There is a lot to learn in
education for young people even if they are
teachers. We need to support this part. With
our support, even if they are young, they will
be able to accumulate knowledge as a teacher.

Moderator: Does anyone have any other
questions? Mr. Suzuki, do you have any?

Mr.Suzuki : Thank you very much for your
very valuable talks today. | learned a lot.

| used to work at the United Nations Uni-
versity, and at the start of the Decade of
ESD, we were discussing whether the roles to
be played by higher educational institutions,
such as universities, is very significant in pro-
moting ESD in collaboration with the United
Nations University, the Association of Uni-
versities of the World, and others. I still be-
lieve this is very important, so | would orig-
inally like to ask all panelists about the role
that universities should play, but there is not
much time, so | choose Dr. Sugimura, who gave
a presentation on university networks.

How should we think about the role that

universities should play in ESD? There are
also various university networks around the
world, In particular, the IAU and the Interna-
tional Association of Universities have been
promoting ESD for about 30 years. | would
appreciate it if you could give me your opin-
ion on how we should think about collabora-
tion with such higher education networks in
the future.

Moderator: Well then, Dr. Sugimura.

Sugimura:Mr. Suzuki, thank you for your
important comment. | would like to answer
briefly and to the best of my knowledge.

First of all, all the higher education
teachers are here today, and Nara University
of Education is one of Japan’s leading ESD-
based institutions of higher education, so |
would like to emphasize that the role and re-
sponsibility that higher education, especially
universities, play in ESD are very significant.

About 10 years ago, the United Nations
University was originally an institution un-
der the direct control of the United Nations,
but the United Nations University Institute
for the Advanced Studies of Sustainability
that | introduced earlier, was established,
and then a graduate school was established
there, which currently accommodates mas-
ter's and doctoral students. The graduate
school has several pillars of research, and
one of them has come to direct particular fo-
cus on ESD education as its central subject,
which | think since the current director, be-
come the director.

In relation to this, the United Nations
University has many ESD centers around the
world called RCEs (Reginal Centres of Ex-
pertise on ESD), which I'm sure Mr. Suzuki is
well aware of, and there are actually some
of them around the Kinki region here. | have
heard that discussions on how to revitalize
the RCEs have started as part of a research




project within the United Nations University.

Also, since it is the United Nations Uni-
versity, it actually has jurisdiction over var-
ious regions around the world, but in fact, a
research network of universities that focus
on research and studies on sustainability at
a graduate school level, called “ProSPER.Net”
was established in the Asia-Pacific region,
universities including Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity, whose representative is here today.

The significant point is that the network
is non-serial, because it has not yet func-
tioned organically connecting universities,
so the professors at United Nations Univer-
sity are currently trying to do their best to
rectify the situation. When you think about
how universities are involved in this, you may
realize that there are, in fact, various net-
works established by universities around the
world. There are actually many university
networks and consortiums in the Asia-Pacific
region, especially in South Korea, Indonesia,
Thailand, and Uzbekistan, whose represent-
atives are here today. | get a sense that re-
cently, topics, such as on sustainability, and
ESD, as well as transdisciplinary and inter-
disciplinary, which are especially important
topics in ESD, and research and education, are
increasingly being taken up in such networks
and consortiums these days. Perhaps these
trends will lead to ESD. At the same time, |
have a feeling that universities are probably
conscious of this when choosing such topics.

In fact, this is a part different from what
elementary, junior high, and high schools can
do. Personally, | think that if universities
can create more so-called new fields, for
which whether it is the environment, climate
change, or post-disaster efforts, for exam-
ple, we have to work on it by fusing various
fields, in their research and educational ac-
tivities in the interdisciplinary field in which
only universities can be involved, it will help
connect them to ESD activities.
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Also, the IAU, the International Associ-
ation of Universities, which you mentioned
earlier, has its headquarters in Paris, and
its secretary general was there at the meet-
ing last December. He gave a very passion-
ate speech. What he was saying was that we
should further advance the role of universi-
ties and research and education in the inter-
disciplinary fields. He also said that at the
same time that our effort supports research,
if that research creates a good program, it
will be developed into ESD, which was very
impressive. As | have learned that the IAU has
a very strong partnership with UNESCO, and
it has member universities from all over the
world. It would be great we can utilize that
network in our ESD activities as well.

The IAU General Assembly will happen to
be held in Japan this year. It's in autumn in
Tokyo. So, | thought it would be good on such
an occasion to include these themes in a way
that they can mesh well with the agenda. |
would like to let you know about the current
trend.

Moderator: Thank you very much. In fact,
Mr. Suzuki is the creator of RCE. When the
United Nations Decade of Education for Sus-
tainable Development (UNDESD) began in
2005, Mr. Suzuki took the lead in promot-
ing the RCE, Regional Center of Expertise on
ESD, together with then President Hinkel. |
was also helping from formal education field.

In that sense, although there are exist-
ing networks centered around universities, |
feel that the existing networks are not work-
ing well, so | am wondering if it is necessary
to reconsider university networks including
these existing ones.

The time has passed so quickly, and |
would like to express my deeply appreciation
to the five panelists for presenting their var-
ious insights, ideas, and suggestions. | would
like to ask everyone to give another big round
of applause.

(Applause)
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Closing Session

i

Sharing and Closing Discussion

Moderator

Dr. Yukihiko OIKAWA Deputy Director, Center for ESD and SDGs at NUE

Commentators
Ms. Jun MOROHASHI

Chief of Section of Education for Sustainable Development,

UNESCO Headquarters
Dr. Yutaka MICHIDA Chairman of Intergovernmental Oceanography Commission, UNESCO
Mr. Shin SAITO First Secretary, Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO
Ms. Hyunsook SEO Director, Korean National Commission for UNESCO

Moderator (Oikawa): Finally, this is the last
session. Here, we have some of the speakers
who gave lectures in the morning sessions.
Since this is a closing session, | would like
to start off by asking each speaker to share
with us their impression, comments, or ad-
vice they may have about this one-day sym-
posium.

Spending a whole day today, we have
covered diverse topics, and | am sure you un-
derstand that this symposium is not an ac-
ademic conference in which all participants
have thorough discussions on the same topic
in the same playing field.

Why is this symposium different? It is
because ESD takes a multi-approach involv-

ing multiple stakeholders. It is also very
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary ap-
proach. What kind of initiatives can we have
with people in different positions working
together? How should we collaborate for a
sustainable society? Without such questions
and thoughts, we would never be able to
break through the situation we are currently
facing. This thinking process led to the birth
of ESD. That’s my understanding.

If we are to pursue our respective re-
search fields, it would be best if all the peo-
ple in the field get together and hold academ-
ic conferences as we normally do. However, |
believe we are all keenly aware that with that
approach, we will not be able to overcome the




current situation.

Although ESD is a multidisciplinary ap-
proach which can be comprehensive or in-
depth, but also can be unfocused and unco-
ordinated in a way, it is crucial how should
we utilize this diverse nature of ESD in our
future efforts, without ending up in uncon-
certed efforts. In this session, | would like us
to give thought to that together with these
wonderful commentators.

As | mentioned earlier, | would like to ask
each of you to share with us your thoughts
for this symposium, such as “I think this is
what matters,” “l want to emphasize this,” or
“we should make sure this will happen.”

So, may we start with Ms. Morohashi?

Morohashi: Since | have a jet lag, | was wor-
ried that | might doze off during the sessions,
but the presentations were so passionate
and impressive that kept me awake, and | re-
ally learned a lot. Thank you very much.

One of UNESCO'’s goal is “Quality Educa-
tion”, and we conduct reviews on regular ba-
sis to find out what kind of initiatives coun-
tries are working on, how those initiatives
are playing out, what part of such efforts
is not working well, and so on. We also for-
mulate new policies based on the results of
our reviews. In my presentation in the morn-
ing session, | talked about various concepts,
but our mission is putting those concepts in
practice under UNESCO’s leadership. | be-
lieve those of you who gathered here today
are here because you share the same thought
with us and think that ESD is an important
approach.

In that sense, | am sure that UNESCO will
continue to come up with concepts with dif-
ferent names, but the most important thing
at the core of these concepts is “Quality Ed-
ucation”. We must take various actions that
enable “Quality Education” so as to foster
students who can take actions not only for

International Symposium on
Education for Sustainable Development
in Nara 2024

C

their societies or regions they are living in
but also for the entire world, utilizing what
they have learned. | believe that aspect will
never change.

Although UNESCO often has many things
to say and ask for you, without your help and
action in the field, these concepts would re-
main just theories and never be materialized.
In that sense. | feel that this symposium is
truly meaningful, and | am extremely grate-
ful.

Listening to the presentations about
the activities of various people in Japan and
overseas, including the activity of young
people led by the Nara University of Educa-
tion, | strongly felt that in ESD we should
not take a top-down approach to materi-
alize concepts. | realized again today that
everything is connected to ESD and that as
Dr. Oikawa as moderator also said, ESD can
provide people with the real joy of learning
through a bottom-up approach. | think that
how we start varies depending on the situ-
ation, but in any situation, we should keep
reminding ourselves of that point.

In Japan, we receive information about
ESD activities implemented abroad, but | re-
alized again today that there are many impor-
tant and interesting cases in Japan as well.
We should be proactive in distributing such
information although there is a language
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barrier, and UNESCO can provide assistance
for that. As Professor Sugimura mentioned,
we can connect with people in various and
unique ways by disseminating information.

Regarding what we should do in the fu-
ture, there have been a lot of talk about
young people today. UNESO aims to bring
peace to the hearts and minds of people
through mutual understanding, which is our
most important and fundamental purpose.

When | work with young people, what |
often hear from them is that “people tell us
just vaguely we should understand each oth-
er, but we seldom have opportunities for that
to begin with.” They also say, “We want UNE-
SCO to give us more opportunities to work on
the same assignment as a project with people
from different countries because such oppor-
tunities will give us new perspectives and
eventually lead to mutual understanding.”

In the panel discussion before this ses-
sion, there was a talk about how specifically
we would develop ESD with young people. We
have one idea, which we plan to try in ESD-
Net, too. When we tried that idea in Tokyo,
we developed a program with people from
UNESCO, the MEXT, and the United Nations
University. They were all grown-ups who were
of similar generation as me. Although we did
invite young people as speakers, after all, we
just developed a program that these grown-
ups thought were good for young people with
no inputs form them.

The American president Lincoln once said,
“the government of the people, by the people,
for the people,” and we definitely need the in-
volvement of young people. We have partici-
pants from South Korea, Thailand, Indonesia,
and Uzbekistan today. For example, young
people from these countries can connect with
Mr. Nawashiro, one of Today’s presenters, or
other people, maybe online, which is good
enough. Then, they form a project team and
have online workshops to discuss a meeting

program, such as discussion subjects, the di-
rection of conclusions, and meeting methods.
| think even just one online session will make
a big difference. In fact, we have such cases in
UNESCO's activities.

Young people should try to do everything
from creating the agenda to program man-
agement, speakers, and meeting facilitation.
They can even invite people from their grand-
parents’ generation as speakers. It is our job
to create an environment that allows young
people to take an initiative. | had always con-
sidered myself young, but it has become clear
that | am not anymore, and | realized it is the
job of our generation to provide that kind of
support to young people.

Those are the things that came to my
mind, listening to the presentations.

Moderator:Thank you very much. We have
received a proposal that is very specific and
achievable. Mr. Nawashiro, now you have a
project for the UNESCO Club. Make sure you
will properly organize and coordinate the
project as a leader and also develop an action
plan. Perhaps, Ms. Morohashi will help you at
that time. Maybe, she will join you online be-
cause she should be able to access from any-
where if it is online. It should be okay as long
as you pay attention to the time difference.
It is eight hours, right?

So, for those of you who are UNESCO
Club members, please raise your hand. To-
day, they are working hard as staff members.
Please stand up for a moment.

Oh, there are so many. Now, you have an-
other new mission. Make sure you will make
that happen soon, hopefully before you grad-
uate.

Thank you very much. So, maybe, old peo-
ple like us should take a back seat, and let the
young people handle the project.

Well then, Dr. Michida, how about you?




Michida: Thank you very much. Hello, again,
| am Michida.

| have participated in this symposium
since this morning, and it has been a very
enjoyable time for me as well. As someone
with a primary background in natural science,
which perhaps is the most minor area in this
room, although | had not been aware of that
so much until today, | strongly felt that we
may be able to make more contributions in
our field of natural science.

Perhaps it was in the panel discussion
session earlier, but there was a talk about
the definition of youth. Of course, engage-
ment of youth has become a significant issue
in the marine field, too, and the United Na-
tions Decade for Ocean Science has sparked a
lot of talk about true engagement of youth.
As aresult, a group called ECOP (Early Career
Ocean Professionals) has been formed around
the world, and there is one in Japan as well.
The term Professional may sound that the
hurdles are a little bit high, though. With the
establishment of this forum, activities have
finally begun to get the younger generation
involved in issues concerning the ocean, and
this is not limited to the scientific field.

However, as you can imagine, the marine
field is not relatable to most people. Basical-
ly, it is a professional world. ECOP also has
the word “professional” at the end, giving an
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impression that the hurdles are high.

For example, we do not live in the ocean,
and everyone can probably guess what the
current temperature outside this building
is. About 10°C? Then, how about the water
temperature of Osaka Bay today? People who
fish would probably be able to tell, but they
would not be able to answer the question
“What is the current surface water tempera-
ture of the Kuroshio Current or Black Tide?”
| do not think they have the level of marine
literacy that allows them to answer such a
technical question. As shown in this example,
the marine field is not relatable to most peo-
ple, and this has been a hurdle.

Although the group’s name is “Early Ca-
reer Ocean Professionals,” please note that
professionals who are middle-aged or en-
tering senior age also play an active role as
“young members” in this group. | plan to com-
ment on this later, but when various fields
come together and those of us in the marine
field join in discussions on ESD, if you find
some middle-aged men participating in the
discussions in spite of the term “Early Ca-
reer,” | hope you watch over them warmly. |
probably belong to the oldest group in this
room in terms of age, but in the marine field,
there are so many people in senior years, and
people would say, “Oh, Dr. Michida, you are
not that old.” In a nut shell, it takes a long
career to become a marine professional. If
you understand this field from this perspec-
tive, that will lead to the next step, which is
good. That's one of the things that came to
my mind.

In addition, | said earlier that the marine
field is a professional world. Basically, it is
holistic science. It encompasses a broad range
of scientific disciplines, so people from vari-
ous fields must work together to solve a va-
riety of problems. That’s how the “UN Decade
of Ocean Science” started. This may sound a
little bit tough for you, but it is science and
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social science to think about how to make ef-
fective use of ocean space for the benefits of
not only Japan but also other countries. Then,
if things like that prompt us to have discus-
sions involving young people, that will lead to
the next step. There is such a movement in the
world although Japan is a little bit behind. It
is called Marine Spatial Planning. Especially
in European countries, a very large number of
young people are entering that field.

For example, this topic can be used as an
exercise for university students since this is-
sue can be tackled from various perspectives.
We do not have to start with the marine field.
| think you understand that the better use of
ocean space is a significant challenge for us in
Japan.

As you know, Japan is trying to shift to
offshore renewable energy, which will neces-
sitate the use of ocean space. In addition, we
have to do it without causing a conflict with
the existing usage, while protecting the eco-
system. This is a fairly difficult problem and
may be too difficult for high school students,
but it will be a very good practice for univer-
sity students and above to discuss this. If you
can broaden the perspective of ESD this way,
that will enable those of us from the marine
field to make direct contributions. | was listen-
ing to the presentations, thinking about this.

Just one more thing. | introduced the
Japan Driftological Society earlier. The au-
dience was more interested than | expect-
ed, and | received some questions. That is
because the Society has lowered the bar for
entry, which is probably an important point.

| did not go into details this morning,
but the venue for the last convention was
Otsuchi Town in lwate Prefecture, which was
severely damaged by the tsunami that fol-
lowed the Great East Japan Earthquake. At
the convention, high school students from
the local school Otsuchi High School gave
a research presentation. They have formed

a group called the Hama Research Group. It
is not an after-class club. If you ask them
whether it is a club, they would say “Well, it
is not a club, but we gather to do activities
after school.” It is such a loosely-connect-
ed group. Lowering the bar for them enables
them to become aware of many things.

Therefore, | think it would be a good idea
to provide entry points in each field that are
not so difficult to enter, so that young peo-
ple can move on to the next step. It would be
even better if they are offered opportunities
to gain solid scientific knowledge during the
process.

These are my impression, and that is all
from me. Thank you very much.

Moderator:Thank you very much. We've
heard a lot of things about ocean science to-
day. Did you know about the UN Decade for
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development?
If you did, please raise your hand. Oh, a fairly
large number of people. | am impressed.

Moderator: UNESCO has initiated an initi-
ative called “Ocean Literacy for All,” which
is designed to develop ocean literacy for
all people, not limited to people in specific
fields, such as mountains or oceans, as the
name indicates “for all.” | have also worked
on an ocean project and promoted Ocean Lit-
eracy for All with Dr. Michida at the Univer-
sity of Tokyo.

The ocean is a gateway that leads to all
of the SDGs. | lead to everything from food
to climate change to disaster prevention and
mitigation as well as to energy. As | said ear-
lier, all SDGs are related to the ocean, which
is actually a key factor in the SDGs. | think
we can expand various SDGs initiatives by
placing our focus a little more on that point.
Thank you very much for offering us useful
tips. Lowering the bar for entrance is also
very important.




Now, Mr. Saito, how about you? You just
got back from Paris yesterday, and you must
be a little tired, but could you share with us
your thoughts including your impression of
Japan after being away for a while?

Saito: | am really happy to be back in Japan.
Today, | would like to express my gratitude
once again for allowing me to be here with
all those distinguished researchers and pro-
fessionals from across Japan who have been
promoting ESD.

What | presented in the morning ses-
sion may have been, in a sense, a matter of
course for you, but | believe it is important
to verbalize these things, present them, and
share them at a symposium like this. By ver-
balizing what is obvious and sharing it in this
forum, | wanted to reaffirm that the mutual
affinity between ESD and the Japanese gov-
ernment curriculum guidelines is one of the
strengths of the Japanese education system,
and | would appreciate it if you could view it
that way.

I mentioned earlier that | spent two years
to promote the widespread use of the Japa-
nese government curriculum guidelines in Hy-
ogo Prefecture, and | have been engaged in
ESD for a year at UNESCO. These experiences
have convinced me that the proliferation of
the broad concept of ESD makes it easier to
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use ESD as a tool in the field of education.

The Japanese education ministry has
revised the curriculum guidelines, and some
parts of the guidelines require teachers to be
more creative, which seems to contradict the
ministry’s efforts to promote workstyle-re-
forms. However, from the standpoint of ESD
and the SDGs, looking into ESD good practic-
es may help teachers promote the national
curriculum guidelines, eventually resulting in
the acceleration of ESD. In that sense, it may
be useful to use the broad concept of ESD as
a tool in the education field. This is what |
learned from the participants in this sympo-
sium today, and | keenly felt that it is a uni-
versal concept that works around the world,
which impressed me once again.

Regarding the importance of interna-
tional exchange, another role | have to play
is the promotion of international interac-
tion since | belong to the Japanese foreign
ministry. Local issues become the starting
point for ESD precisely because ESD is a bot-
tom-up approach, and you would start from
those among the 17 SDGs that are easy to
understand in your region or community. In-
ternational exchange benefits ESD because
you discuss ESD with other countries and re-
gions, which can bring up other subjects that
may not appear with a bottom-up approach
at a local level. | felt that international in-
teraction is important because in addition
to core issues in the region or local commu-
nity, you can recognize challenges that have
not been perceived in local bottom-up initi-
atives, leading to more diverse and broad-
er ESD activities. Also, in terms of give and
take, as a giver, Japan can make suggestions
to other countries regarding ESD and the 17
SDGs because of our extensive and various
experiences with natural disasters. In Paris,
just one earthquake freaks everyone out. |
had been in Abu Dhabi, UAE until the day be-
fore yesterday. They have a lot of buildings
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with unusual designs that would never work
in Japan. We could provide people in the UAE
with information on earthquakes and oth-
er disasters. In fact, at Japanese schools in
the UAE, Japanese and local children study
together at the school. | think that interna-
tional exchange can bring the greatest effect
in terms of enriching ESD activities and that
there is still room for growth although there
is an issue of language in continuing the ac-
tivities as Ms. Morohashi mentioned earlier. |
believe that our foreign ministry can help in
this regard.

| strongly encourage young people to
come to UNESCO. The headquarters of UNE-
SCO are like a cultural property serving as a
kind of a global cultural hub. You can see a
painting by Picasso hanging in the hall. | have
given site tours to students and visitors
from Japan dozens of times, and there are
so many things worth seeing in the building,
and | really enjoy explaining them to visitors.
There are people from 194 countries work-
ing at the headquarters of UNESCO. | believe
that for young people, UNESCO is worth
coming even just for looking at those peo-
ple. The United Nations now has 193 member
states, while UNESCO has 194 countries. Is-
rael and Liechtenstein are not members, but
the Cook Islands, Niue, which is a territory of
New Zealand and Palestine have joined UN-

ESCO as nation states, making it a total of
194 countries. We have people from almost
all countries around the world, so no matter
where you go inside the building, it’s a micro-
cosm of the world. Visiting such a place be-
fore getting involved in ESD activities brings
significant awareness to young people about
many things, so | strongly encourage them to
come to UNESCO.

| am the youngest of all the commenta-
tors here, but | would like to briefly provide
some additional information. Let me start
with “post-SDGs” that | talked about in my
presentation. The term Ssustainable Devel-
opment” has been used for a long time, but |
wonder if “Development” word will remain in
the future. In my opinion, it can be replaced
with a more general term, such as “Sustain-
able Society” or “Sustainability.” The year
2030 will be here in no time, so | expect
discussions on the SDGs and ESD to heat up
globally. In a sense, this gives us opportuni-
ties, and | think Japan must capitalize on it
to demonstrate its presence in this global
trend.

As Dr. Oikawa as moderator mentioned,
today, all-star members have gathered in this
form here in Nara, from not only Japan but
also around the world to promote ESD.

UNESCO has something called the Nara
Declaration. World heritages used to be pre-
served based on the premise of stone cul-
ture, but for example, in Japan, there is a
famous ritual called “Shikinen Sengu,” which
is the renewal of a shrine that takes place
once every 20 years. This ritual involves
wood, and Nara was the place where discus-
sions began for the first time that we should
accept cultural diversity in world heritages
including the Japanese ritual, encompassing
the culture of sand, wood, paper, and soon in
addition to the culture of stone. That was 30
years ago. In terms of the position of Nara
at UNESCO, today’s symposium will not lead




to making another Nara Declaration, but | ex-
pect this will lead to a stronger relationship
between UNESCO and Nara.

| have another thing. It is a great honor
to meet the ambassador of Uzbekistan today.
The most important meeting for UNESCO is
the General Conference, which is held once
every two years, and the next most impor-
tant one is the Executive Board, which meets
twice a year. As a matter of fact, the 2024
UNESCO General Conference will take place
in Samarkand. UNESCO officials will go there
in droves, maybe by the thousand, so Samar-
kand will be drawing attention as a place for
networking since a large number of people,
such as 1,500, 2,000, or 3,000, will probably
visit there from various countries. | hope to
see the ambassador there again next year.

Lastly, as a member of the Japanese for-
eign ministry, | will work with the education
and environment ministries and lead the ef-
forts to create a large ESD movement by the
Japanese government through measures such
as adding ESD on the agenda of various meet-
ings. That way, | can hopefully return the
favor to those of you who have helped me.
Regarding ESD from an administrative view-
point, we discuss UNESCO schools at UNES-
CO this year, and for example, in collabora-
tion with countries such as Germany, we can
gather countries that are advanced in ESD to
share the best practices of ESD efforts, or
we can propose such things at UNESCO'’s ma-
jor conferences, including the General Con-
ference and the Executive Board. Sine mem-
ber countries are given the authority to make
proposals, with the help of Ms. Morohashi at
the Secretariat, | hope we can proactively
lead initiatives for ESD as a member country.

Moderator: Thank you very much. He has
provided us with a variety of ideas and in-
formation. | would like to ask Ms. Morohashi
and Mr. Saito to realize the second Nara Dec-
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laration by UNESCO. The name Nara means a
country in the Korean language, so | hope we
can work on something like that, involving
South Korea, too.

Actually, | thought about issuing a decla-
ration here in the first meeting, but | thought
it would be premature. | hope we can work on
it so that we can make it happen next time.
Thank you very much.

Now, Ms. Hyunsook. We would like to have
some comments from you, including your im-
pression of today, please.

SEO: Thank you. This is additional informa-
tion. In my presentation, | talked about a lot
of things in terms of collaboration between
ESD and Global Citizenship Education and
cooperation with Japan. | understand that
many experts, including senior experts, are
here today.

So, | was able to listen to their presenta-
tions and talks and have learned how they
have contributed to ESD, which has given
me an idea about what we can do to further
strengthen ESD. | also felt there are various
possibilities. In terms of youth programs, we
collaborate with South Korea in many ways,
including the UNESCO Chair Program, but |
felt we can collaborate more for many things.

In South Korea, the national and local
governments are actively promoting educa-
tion, with ESD at the center. Regarding how
teachers and students should be involved in
ESD, we have various studies and initiatives
and develop exchange programs, working
together with Japan and Japanese schools.
This collaboration has been going on for 24
years. Through the ACCU (Asia-Pacific Cul-
tural Centre for UNESCO), we are promoting
the Global Citizenship Education in the Asia
Pacific region with government assistance.
With this ACCU, we implement the Global Cit-
izenship Education Program in South Korea
and other places such as Miyagi and Fukush-




B ROI L
in 2R 2024

@ ES

ima in Japan. Four years later, these schools
also joined the program. Miyagi University
of Education invited young teachers and uni-
versity students to exchange views on top-
ics, such as what kind of initiatives they can
implement together, overcoming various bar-
riers that exist in workplaces in South Korea
and Japan. | believe things like this are very
important in bringing about changes and fur-
ther promoting ESD.

Through this exchange program, 50 Jap-
anese teachers were invited in July, includ-
ing both ASP teachers and non-ASP teachers.
They exchanged various opinions and also
held a workshop. We found that we share the
same problems, and that schools and local
communities in rural areas are working to-
gether to address common challenges.

After that, my division created teach-
ing materials to learn about World Heritage
sites. This year marks the 30th anniversary
of our World Heritage Education Program. We
also produced a videotape. In July last year,
we held a workshop with 25 Japanese peo-
ple, and this year we held another one using
the teaching materials we created last year.
Then, we organized a UNESCO talks to dis-
cuss issues that we currently have. Last year,
we worked with teachers and also invited
young teachers. We have created a place to
discuss current issues.

Another thing is activities to promote
exchange. This is an ESD project. ACCU in Ja-
pan is committed to this project and is coor-
dinating between Korea and Japan. This year,
we plan to select discussion subjects that
will enable the two countries to talk about
the challenges both countries share. It will
be online platform, an online classroom. We
also plan information sharing as well as pro-
posing solutions to the common issues. We
are currently matching schools and identi-
fying issues that the schools currently have.
| think school collaboration and networking
are important. Providing opportunities to
exchange opinions and work together is im-
portant, and collaboration with teachers and
ASP schools is necessary. Even if you live in
the same country, cities and suburbs have
different problems, but some of their prob-
lems can be common. So, information sharing
is important for school teachers, whether
they are local teachers, UNESCO members, or
from UNESCO schools (ASPnet).

We face global challenges, climate
change, digital transformation, and we also
have issues of diversity in terms of people
and culture. There have been many chang-
es, but online interactions have increased.
| think communicating online can be one of
useful tools when there is a time difference
or traveling is difficult. We have more oppor-
tunities for online classes now. We can also
exchange information by sharing teaching
materials and discussing issues online.

Moderator: Thank you very much. Actually, |
had one more question finally. What shall we
do?

Well, | would like to ask Ms. Morohashi
and Dr. Michida to answer briefly.

In fact, it has been about 20 years
since ESD started. It has been 20 years and
has flown by so fast. Japan proposed ESD
in 2002, and now it is 2024. We have been




working hard all this time, but my latest lit-
tle dilemma is that in spite of our 20 years
of hard work, the world may be moving in the
opposite direction from the world we aim for.
| have been engaged in ESD at local, nation-
al, and global levels so far. | have contributed
to establish “Japanese ESD Implementation
Plan” and led the efforts as the chairman of
the ESD Roundtable Meeting in Japan. How-
ever, | cannot help thinking that our direc-
tion may be deviated a little bit from that of
the world. | feel we should take this oppor-
tunity to resolve that.

As a matter of fact, that is reason why |
wanted to do this international symposium. |
wanted to raise awareness that we would be
in big trouble if we do not manage to change
the situation at this point. Just implement-
ing ESD is not good enough. We here people
say, “We are learning about ESD” or “We are
having enjoyable classes.” However, | strong-
ly doubt that just doing ESD like that can
change the world, and | wanted to hear some
wisdom from the participants and share it
with you as much as possible.

So, | would like to conclude this session
by asking two experts about this issue.
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Morohashi: | will be brief. That is a very dif-
ficult question.

In my view, ESD is “Care.” It is about car-
ing about people, those close to you, including
yourself, other people, and those at overseas
who are not here right now, or even the hu-
manity in the future. Also, a feeling of care
for the natural world. Since humans are con-
sidered to be part of the natural world in Ja-
pan, this kind of thinking sits very well with
Japanese people. | believe that ESD is about
nurturing people so that they can demon-
strate empathy to understand these things
and feel the urge to do something for people.

Conceptually, this may sound great, but
in this world, there are always things that
are contradicting or conflicting each oth-
er. At schools where there are teachers in a
leadership position who understand these
things, ESD perhaps works very well. On the
other hand, there are also schools that con-
sider academic learning for entrance exam
preparations to be the most important. Cul-
ture may differ depending on the school. The
same may be true in other places outside the
school, such as the world of business. | think
that there are always things around the world
that are conflicting each other, and you can
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also see such conflicts or contradictions when
developing policies and implementing them.

Another problem is that perhaps some
of these leaders personally understand these
things and take various actions, but they act
separately and not in a concerted way, which
is causing significant and unfortunate prob-
lems. | often see this in various countries.

So, if you look at ESD from the perspec-
tive of developing future leaders, maybe it is
changing gradually. For example, in terms of
economic aspects, you do not have to sacri-
fice yourself to implement ESD. It should be
beneficial or profitable. There are cases in
which young people’s innovative ideas have
generated a new form of economic power, so |
would like young people to destroy with their
young power what we have today and create
new models. We will definitely give them full
support for that. | feel this is the area where
we should focus more and take time.

Moderator: Thank you very much. That is
right. It is also true that you do not see any
progress because you have not done things
right. | think the two keywords here are
youth and collaboration.

Dr. Michida, may | ask you?

Michida: | will make it brief and simple. | think
there are a lot of things that are insufficient
as well as problems, but from my perspective,
it is the lack of intersectorality.

| mention so as to prevent confusion, if
you involve students up to high school with-
out the involvement of experts, while saying
“Creating a sustainable society requires an in-
terdisciplinary approach,” “It is a significant
problem,” or “It is difficult,” it would create
confusion or make things difficult. Therefore,
| think that people at an expert level should
engage in activities that are intersectoral in
real sense.

| am not sure if involving experts is real-
ly doable, but in the morning sessions today,
we heard several times about the ESD Global
Net Conference held at UNU in December. On
the next day of the conference, in the same
week, we had a symposium to discuss the role
of science in creating a sustainable society.

There are many scientific groups in Jap-
anese National Commission for UNESCO. We
have MAB (Man and the Biosphere), the IHP
(Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme)
dealing with water issues including recy-
cling water, and the 10C (Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission). We have these




three groups, and we all know each other.
Regarding the subcommittees in Japan, Mr.
Watanabe chairs MAB, and Mr. Taikan Oki the
IHP. | am the chair of the I0C. We all know
each other, and there must be something we
can do together, but we have not been able to
work out something. However, we have just
started talking to make it happen.

If we talk to the Secretariat, they agree
but nothing happens. So, we are becoming ar-
ticulate and trying to do something togeth-
er at least in the scientific field in Japan. If
we can really initiate intersectoral activi-
ties with the involvement of the educational
field, | believe that will move us forward.

Moderator:Thank you very much. We have
received very powerful and thought-provok-
ing advices from them.

If | am allowed to summarize it, | think
it is important to “Take a Common Cause to-
ward a Sustainable Development.” Taking the
same action matters. If we do not go beyond
the barriers of fields, specialties, or sectors,
we would be in a hopeless situation.

Looking at the current situation, in-
cluding climate change and the ocean is-
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sues, | have a very strong sense of crisis. |
am really wondering how many people have a
sense of crisis about the possibility that the
days might be approaching when we can no
longer have classes or study math at school.
It would be fine with me because | have lived
a long time, but if we think about our chil-
dren or our grandchildren’s generation, this
situation could be definitely not acceptable.

Someone mentioned about “Fear” earli-
er. Was it Dr. Hyuncheol? | strongly believe
that we must have such a sense of crisis and
work together with a sense of fulfillment
and courage to address the current situation.
Otherwise, we would end up in a horrible and
unsustainable situation.

| have obtained some useful hints and
suggestions in this symposium today, so | will
take some time to reflect on them and com-
pile a report. Then, | hope we can take a step
forward next time to make it happen.

Thank you very much today. Please
give a big round of applause to these com-
mentators.

(Applause)
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5. How do you think you can make use and peace would be common issues. | also

for future activities?

- Youth Participation

- We would like to practice not only school
education but also social education with a
view to collaborating with the community.
- | had never felt before that regenerative
agriculture has a perspective that biodi-
versity is also in the microorganisms in the
soil, and it has broadened my perspective.
| would like to utilize this in the design of
my classes. | would like to make use of this
in the design of my classes. Also, | have a
plan to work with youth, and | would like
to realize this plan next year.

| think it is important to have internation-
al collaboration starting from ESD.

. | think we should look outward, and even

more outward to foreign countries, in-
stead of staying in our small communities
at school.

| wanted to think about what we as youth
can do for the development of ESD in 2030
and beyond.l hope that young teachers
and students from UNESCO clubs and oth-
er organizations can collaborate to take
some action.

| think the point that working on ESD in
the context of each region can lead to in-
ternational cooperation can be applied to
future activities.

| think there is a need for cooperation be-
tween UNESCO schools.

| think that the initiatives in each country
have given us a new perspective on the
issues in Japan. We would like to create
an environment in which young people and
children can think radically about social is-
sues as their own, and want to take action
and make proposals.

| could understand the sustainability chal-
lenges in different countries. However, |
felt that climate change, human rights,

felt strongly that we should have more
faith in the power of children.

. We were able to reaffirm that “education”

for children is essential for changing the
future. The fact that such education must
be conducted by teachers and others
who understand the importance of ESD
strengthened my conviction that we must
convey the necessity and importance of
ESD to young teachers as well. | would also
like to convey that the importance of ESD
is recognized around the world, regardless
of ideology or position.

« | would like to promote ESD by reading the

Courses of Study properly.

- | was able to gain knowledge about ESD

and UNESCO schools for the first time. |
felt that our future challenge is “how to
collaborate with teachers who are not fa-
miliar with ESD and schools that do not
have direct contact with UNESCO Schools.

- | was impressed by the sharing of lessons

learned from the Sumatra earthquake and
the Great East Japan Earthquake, which
will lead to better disaster prevention and
disaster mitigation. | was able to realize
that connections across national borders
lead to the safety of our lives and peace.

+ | would like to urge the inclusion of educa-

tion and ESD elements in the “Pact for the
Future” . | would like to promote efforts
to ensure that the results of the revision
of the 1974 recommendations made in No-
vember last year are reflected in Japan’ s
education policy.

. ESD is bottom-up, but the Call issued by

the IOC-UNESCO in July last year was
top-down, so to speak, calling for marine
literacy education to be included in ESD.
| felt that we need to rethink the relation-
ship between marine literacy and ESD as a
whole.

. Community and diversity approach. - The

relavance of science,t echnological and
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knowledge. - linkage of knowledge,pasion,-
fun and sharing.

. It is important to collaborate with the
rest of the world, and | felt that we could
create a structure and system for deeper
collaboration in the future with the decla-
rations made at the symposium.

We would like to make use of this informa-
tion in our future educational practices.
We would also like to make recommenda-
tions to the Board of Education.

. Lectures in university teaching courses-
Approaches to Teacher Training in Seminars
Collaboration with diverse sectors with
similar objectives (partnerships and net-
works) - Verification of ESD outcomes

| felt that the perspective of self-realiza-
tion as a person who can survive in society
can be applied to all educational activities.
. | found a topic that might be a good start-
ing point for exchanges with other coun-
tries.

. Training of young people and youth - Ex-
change with Foreign Countries : Further
promotion of ESD at schools

. Collaborate with Nara Prefecture projects
at Osaka Expo

| was reminded of the need for more inter-
national exchange and collaboration among
relevant organizations and sectors in each
country.

. Let’ s make action by initiate one project
together among 5 countries.

To adapt to local conditions - to use the
potential of foreign partners

| have reaffirmed the importance of pro-
viding teacher training to young teachers
and would like to immediately address this
in my own field.

| think that ESD calls for a transforma-
tional change in education, and that this
will ensure quality education.

| was able to reaffirm that children’ s ef-
forts must be “of the child, by the child,
for the child” . This will be an important

perspective for future ESD promotion pro-
jects.

How to broaden the perspective and con-
struct lessons in social studies, integrated
learning time, life studies, etc.

| would like to reiterate that | would like
to think about the point of connecting
multi-stakeholders and collaboration with
the community. Thank you very much.

- My beliefs tended to waver when | won-

dered if the “dot” work | was doing now
was really becoming a line and benefiting
the future and the world. Listening to Tim's
talk, | could feel that even if it is just a
dot, it is very important and valuable to
put down roots and build up powerfully. |
was strongly impressed to learn from his
way of life with that conviction and smile.
The panel discussion made me realize the
significance of holding such a meeting.

| had thought that the base of ESD was
tooling backcasting for transformations,
but this was an opportunity to recognize
that it was not so, but rather forcasting
by a club of good friends through mutual
understanding.

| would like you to work hard to ensure
that what you are doing (or have been
doing) separately will move forward by
working together and changing the way
you have been doing things (scrap & build).
| felt that | wanted to implement the SDGs
guide in a direction that asks questions of
the youth and elicits their awareness of
the issues and ideas.

- | understood the expectations of youth

and the importance of youth.

| was able to learn about the reality of
ESD in other countries. Therefore, | can
plan and teach future practices with an in-
ternational perspective.

. | found that social education is becoming

deeply rooted in school education. As | am
a nature conservation consultant, | felt
that ESD should be approached more pro-




actively to obtain opportunities and ven-
ues to communicate, given that learning is
spreading deeply linked to the SDGs.

- | would like to incorporate ESD initia-
tives into my school’ s curriculum. Also, |
would like to consider applying to UNESCO
Schools.

The fact that he pointed out Medea Infor-
mation Literacy. (From the keynote speech)
ESD is a top priority” in the Education
Promotion Plan. (From the comment by Mr.
Saito, Permanent Representative of Japan
to UNESCO)

| now understand well that ESD is not
something that we do not have to do, but
that we have a responsibility to pass it on
to the next generation, adults and above,
so that we can always practice it.

. If you have any other comments,
Questions or suggestions for this
symposium, please write in below.

. It was good. Thank you very much.

It was very stimulating to hear from peo-
ple from other countries whom | would not
normally hear from.

It is a valuable opportunity to deepen our
understanding of ESD and related fields,
and it is very significant that such an
international meeting was held in Nara.
Thank you very much for allowing me to
participate.

All Japanese schools should aim to join
UNESCO Schools.

- Climate change is very difficult for children
to make it their own. | wanted to know
how children around the world are tackling
it.

| would like to thank Dr. Oikawa, Dr. Na-
kazawa, and all the professors of the
University of Education for their efforts
in holding this international symposium
in Nara with such wonderful guests.As a
young teacher who graduated from the
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University of Education, | was very proud
of the event and felt responsible for it. If
the next conference is held again, it would
be interesting to have a panel discussion
on youth participation among junior high
school, high school, and university stu-
dents, young teachers, and others.

- Thank you very much for this valuable

learning opportunity. | have been working
on ESD steadily, but | was reminded that it
is an educational activity that is attract-
ing so much attention and appreciation
worldwide, and | am even more motivated
to put it into practice.

. Thank you very much for this valuable

learning opportunity. Since | have been
steadily working on ESD, | was reminded
that it is an educational activity that has
received so much global attention and rec-
ognition, and | am even more motivated to
put it into practice.

- Thank you very much for holding this in-

ternational symposium and giving us the
opportunity to participate in such a diverse
group of countries including Uzbekistan, In-
donesia, and Thailand, as well as developed
countries such as Japan and Korea.The at-
mosphere of the venue and the staff were
wonderful. The simultaneous interpreters
were very easy to listen to and understand.
It was a wonderful symposium.

« There were too many recommendations and

practical presentations in the morning and
afternoon. | thought there could have been
a little less. There should have been more
time to listen to the presentations in depth.
The panel discussion was interesting.

. | would have liked more time for floor

discussion. | would have liked to hear the
opinions of young people as well. General-
ly, the content was packed and | could feel
new ground being broken.

- Thank you for this valuable opportunity. |

would like to thank everyone involved.
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. It was a good symposium, but | still think
there were some time management issues.
It would have been nice to have a little
more discussion on individual presentations.
liked the versatile format of presentation
and discussion panels. The practical and
case-by-case approach of this symposiun
was of highest value.

. | think it is necessary to have a system to
hold the event not only in Nara but also in
other places.

- | was very grateful for this wonderful
symposium, as there are very few oppor-
tunities to have such a great symposium. |
learned a lot. | hope you will hold it again.
In universities and other educational insti-
tutions where internationalization is pro-
gressing, classes in English are the norm,
as are English classes in junior high and
high schools and foreign language activi-
ties in elementary schools. However, since
the symposium is named “international”
and many of the symposium speakers are
involved with international organizations,
this approach is not a bad one, but since
the majority of the audience was Japa-
nese, one wonders whether it is necessary
to use English as the official language. |
doubt it. It was a good opportunity, but
considering that most ESD practices are
conducted from a glocal standpoint, | felt
that using Japanese as the official lan-
guage and English as the interpreter would
be more appropriate for Japan, which is
lagging behind in internationalization.

It is important to clarify the theme of ESD
rooted in the community and to deepen
the practice in the network from a nation-
al and international perspective on the
basis of that theme. The report by the
UNESCO Club of Nara University of Educa-
tion was wonderful! | think it is impor-
tant for Japanese educational institutions
to hold international symposiums on the
theme on a sustained basis.| think the idea

of “global citizenship” is essential for ESD.
The importance of the Nara Document
(World Cultural Heritage) was mentioned
at the end. This was good.

. | hope that this symposium will be sustain-

able, not only this time, and that it will
deepen and deepen the exchange among
the participating countries. | would like
to have the opportunity to participate in
next year’ s symposium as well.

- | would be very happy to have the oppor-

tunity to interact with many of you in the
future.

please make this annually

| was reminded that we must discuss glob-
al issues on a global scale and learn from
each other on a global scale. | believe that
we must become teachers who can do this.

. |1 didn” t know how to allocate time. |

didn” t know where to have lunch. It was
hard to find the way. It was hot. | want
you to talk about it in a straightforward
manner.

Thank you for inviting our wonderful
guests.

It was good to hear people from diverse
positions connected to diverse nations.
| would like to promote ESD on an equal
footing with people who share the same
goals, without being negatively conscious
of generations.

Please continue to hold web (online) ses-
sions.

- Due to a family illness, | had to refrain from

attending the venue and participate in the
webinar. The interpreters were very helpful.
The PowerPoint presentation was some-
times difficult to read on the screen, so |
would like to have the materials at hand.

What is the point of a discussion that cannot
dialectically deny that the Japanese teaching
guidelines are ESD textbooks? With the ur-
gent need to respond to the rapid changes in
the global environment caused by human life,
it is necessary to accept that the fact that




reference to transformations does not be-
come a central theme until the final summary
is the very point that ESD has reached in the
past 20 years.

Thank you very much for the opportunity
to listen to your valuable lecture. | regret
that | could only listen to the lecture in the
afternoon due to time constraints. | would
appreciate it if you could provide a digest
of your lecture in your summary report.
Due to my circumstances, | was only able
to watch from the UNESCO Club student’ s
presentation. | would be grateful if | could
see the archives of the previous presenta-
tions. Would you please consider doing so
in some way?

Dr. Oikawa summarized the suggestions
of the experts and gave us a clear idea of
the direction we should head with our stu-
dents from now on. Thank you, Dr. Oikawa.
. Thank you very much for the opportunity
to participate in this very valuable meeting.
Thank you also for the ESD in Yamagata.

. It was great to learn about the initiatives
of each country and the axis of their ef-
forts. On the other hand, there was a re-
port on the activities in Japan in terms of
human resource development and interna-
tional contribution, but | could not grasp
whether there is an ESD vision that Japan
is aiming for. As a country with many dis-
asters and an island nation, there are many
things that need to be considered and a
mechanism established, such as securing
food and energy, so | felt that it was not
enough. Thank you for this valuable learn-
ing opportunity.

. The whole day was a precious time full
of stimulation and inspiration. Thank you
very much.

. At first, | had hoped to participate in per-
son, but due to my poor health, | was able
to participate via Zoom. | was empowered
by Mr. Makoto Saito’ s points that the
Courses of Study and ESD are connected in
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principle, and that | could relate to many
of his ideas, such as “what kind of life to
live” and the power to “survive in society.
appreciate the willingness of Nara Uni-
versity of Education to send this message.
It was also an opportunity to learn about
ESD initiatives in other countries, which
was helpful.

- Would like to hear more youth stories as

well. It would be good to have some sort
of commitment or pledge or other output.
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Yukihiko Oikawa

Moderator of the ESD International Symposium in Nara 2024
(Deputy Director of Center for ESD and SDGs, Nara University of Education)

On February 17, 2024, the Center for ESD and
SDGs, along with Nara University of Educa-
tion, hosted the ESD International Symposium
in Nara 2024 under the theme of “Seeking for
Sustainable Society through Education Col-
laborating with Diverse Actors beyond Bor-
ders.” On the day of the event, it was held
in a hybrid format at the Hotel Nikko Nara,
and more than 220 people participated in the
symposium from overseas and all over Japan.
First of all, as a keynote speech at the
beginning of the session, Ms. Jun Morohashi,
Director of ESD Division at UNESCO Head-
quarters in Paris, gave a lecture entitled
“ESD: trends, challenges and opportunities in
“transforming education.” She analyzed the
latest trends in ESD from an international
perspective and UNESCO’s measures to pro-
mote ESD at the international level.
Following this, we received valuable ad-
vice on advanced ESD initiatives and direc-
tions for creating a sustainable society from
the Chairperson of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (10C),
the First Secretary of the Japanese Govern-
ment’s Representative at UNESCO, the Di-
rector of International Affairs at the Korean
National Commission for UNESCO, the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Uzbekistan as well

as the Farm Manager of Gladney Ranch who is
from Texas.

In the afternoon ESD Symposium, ESD ex-
perts from Thailand, Indonesia, South Korea,
and Japan introduced various ESD practices
based on the actual situation of each coun-
try and various international issues as the
Showcase. Nara University of Education also
reported on teacher training based on ESD at
the university along with ESD activities of
youth by UNESCO clubs.

In the second half of the symposium,
a panel discussion was held by the speakers
of the showcase. In the panel discussion, the
role of education (ESD) in creating a sustain-
able society and international collaboration
for the development of new ESD in the future
were discussed, taking into account the envi-
ronmental, economic, and social issues faced
by each country, as well as the assets of na-
ture, history, and culture. In particular, based
on the initiative activities of youth such as
Korean youth and the UNESCO Club of the
Nara University of Education, opinions were
exchanged on youth participation in the cre-
ation of a sustainable society and network
building, and many suggestions and recom-
mendations were proposed.

Finally, the symposium as a whole was




summed up, and it was confirmed that this
symposium would be an opportunity to build
international cooperation centered on partic-
ipants and institutions, and to further deep-
en ESD practices together by exchanging mu-
tual ESD practices globally and locally toward
“fostering creators of a sustainable society.”

Speakers from overseas commented,
“l am honored to have participated in such
a wonderful international symposium.”, “I
would like to use the valuable information
and knowledge | have gained here to promote
ESD in my own country.” and “l would like to
take this opportunity to build cooperation
with Nara University of Education and oth-
er institutions for the future.” Participants
also commented, “ESD initiatives in various
countries have reminded us of the issues in
Japan,” and “We want to create an environ-
ment in which young people and children will
want to radically consider social issues as
their own affairs and want to think, act, and
make proposals.”

In this way, the symposium had a great
impact on the participants, and | believe that
it was a place of learning and solidarity that
contributes to the promotion of ESD in Japan
and overseas.

In the future, we would like to use this in-
ternational symposium as a starting point to
develop international cooperation and collab-
oration on ESD with each country, institution
and university through specific education-
al exchanges such as educational practices,
teacher trainings, exchange of youth activ-
ities in each country, as well as exchanges
on regional and global issues such as climate
change, disaster risk reduction, ocean issues
and human security. In fact, we are taking
steps toward that collaboration, one step at
a time.

In a few years, we will meet again at next
international symposium and hope to share
and disseminate our progress and achieve-
ments.
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