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[ Views on Effective Science Teaching at Punahou School |
Terry Yamamoto - Edwards /&4
(Ck[E Honolulu, Hawaii
Punahou School #(H)

The Punahou School high school science curriculum promotes high levels of engagement,
reaching students through a methodology that fosters individual teacher-student connections.
The high school infrastructure uses a varied class schedule, similar to an American university,
which allows students blocks of free time to meet one-to-one with teachers to reinforce
understanding of concepts. The curriculum utilizes varied forms of assessment, giving students
opportunities to demonstrate mastery of subject matter through different modalities, including
tests, group projects, journals, lab reports, and new uses of technology (e.g. iMovies, podcasts,
online texts, etc.). Teachers are educated to respond to students’ different learning needs, and
lesson plans are written to accommodate the diverse styles.

One of the most valuable methods in the classroom has been hands-on, inquiry-based learning.
Students enjoy discovering on their own by forming questions and pursuing the answers
through experimentation. Another technique that increases engagement is the use of hands-on
activities and manipulatives, such as experimental models, art, games, and physical activity.
Beyond academic strategies, we believe attending to the affective needs of students plays an
important role in successful teaching. Students demonstrate a higher level of interest in a course
when they feel their teachers care about them. Teachers at Punahou make an effort to know
their students individually, to acknowledge their capabilities, and to work with them to
strengthen their weaknesses. Consequently, students feel comfortable asking teachers for help
when needed instead of struggling on their own. All of these factors contribute to creating a
positive learning environment, which is vital in nurturing confident, skilled students who go on
to further their pursuits in science. (¥ >R T ALY —T7 Ly FLD)
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