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The history of textbooks in our country can be
traced back as far as ancient religious texts. In
the Middle Ages, classics, classic books and
collections of letters fulfilled this role. In the
early modern period, with the spread of terakoya
(temple schools), the traditional textbooks were
used for children's learning.

The textbooks we use today have their roots in
1872, when the Gakusei (School System) was
promulgated and schools were established
throughout the country, introducing a modern
education system. Textbooks, which were
published freely and adopted freely at the
beginning of 1872, gradually required national
approval and certification, and the first national
textbooks were published in 1904. After the war,
the famous ‘sumi-nurikaki’ textbooks were used
during the period of confusion, but in 1947
(Showa 22) the national textbooks were
reviewed and the current certification system
was initiated. Since then, textbooks have
changed along with changes in the Courses of
Study, which were drawn up from the same year.
In this way, textbooks have been devised and
improved in line with the expansion and
development of education, and are still
constantly changing. The textbooks in this
exhibition cover a short period of change in the
long history of textbooks, from the Yutaka period
to the present, but we are sure that you will see
some definite innovations in the textbooks. We
hope that visitors to the exhibition will enjoy a

mini time travel through textbooks.
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